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Introduction 
 
 
In 1933 the Brisbane journalist, Clem Lack, published a whimsical article on the major streets 
of Brisbane, evoking the special character of each thoroughfare. The section devoted to Eagle 
Street is entitled, Street of Adventure, and it reads as follows: 
 
But the most romantic street of all is Eagle Street, and those shabby, friendly little quays and 
lanes that debouch on the river. It has all the picturesque personality of salt seas and sailor 
men. Along this street the old salt of the proud days of vanished sail walked with a rolling gait 
to the nearest hostelry, hoisting his slacks and chewing his quid of 'baccy. Clippers under a 
cloud of canvas romped into Moreton Bay, their cordage creaking to the brisk rigadoon of a 
freshening gale, their holds filled with cargoes for Brisbane-town. Here came the Decapolis 
and the Corinth and other famous old ships, which discharged their cargoes at Raff's Wharf at 
the rear of the present Parbury House, and the song of the chanteyman was wafted on the 
breeze. Their outward cargoes were bales of wool for the roaring looms of the West Riding… 
 
Today the shabby little buildings and dingy offices have about them the same aura of 
romance, the same tang of the wind-whipped sea. From the open doors of the big warehouses 
comes the heavy scent of spices and commingled flavours of teas and coffees. Here is the 
heart of commerce, representing the treasures of a mighty state… 
 
Regularly the wool argosies leave for London Pool, Amsterdam, Hamburg, Marseilles, and 
Kobe—black, rusty-sided giants, pompously escorted by fussy little tugs. With them goes the 
Golden Fleece of Queensland, the wealth that is the very life-blood of a young country whose 
future greatness is yet only dimly visioned.1 
 
 
Today most of Brisbane's residents would be surprised to learn that until well after the 
Second World War Brisbane was a city-port, with ocean-going vessels ascending the 
Brisbane River as far as the Victoria Bridge. The centre of all this maritime activity was the 
area around the Customs House, at the northern end of Queen Street, where deep-water 
wharves stretched along the left bank of the river in both directions. 
 
The history of the development of the Brisbane port and wharves is interesting in itself, and 
little known. For the architectural historian, it is particularly significant, because commerce 
creates wealth, and wealth funds the construction of large and (sometimes) beautiful 
buildings. Much of the fine architecture generated by the commercial prosperity of the port of 
Brisbane during its first century was concentrated along Eagle Street, which hugs the river 
bank south of the Customs House. It once gave access to the busy group of wharves which 
then stretched along the river from the Customs House to the mouth of Wheat Creek (at 
modern Creek Street). 
                                                 
1 Courier-Mail, 26 September 1933, p.12. 
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As the port developed during the late nineteenth century and into the twentieth century, so did 
the architecture of Eagle Street. Early timber sheds and rough stone warehouses gave way to 
large, impressive buildings to house the shipping companies, import-export firms, insurance 
companies, wool-brokers and bankers who made their money here. Yet in the midst of such 
grandeur the workshops of metal-workers, coopers and all the other trades upon which the 
shipping industry depended managed to survive, in places, until the early decades of the 
twentieth century.  
 
By about 1930 Eagle Street had reached its zenith. Thereafter the main centre of port activity 
began to move downstream, culminating in 1977 with the commencement of construction of 
the current port at Fisherman Islands at the mouth of the Brisbane River. In the years after the 
Second World War, Eagle Street became increasingly neglected, and its wharves were 
reduced to car-parks for city commuters. Its fine old buildings were considered redundant 
eyesores, and when Queensland entered a new economic boom in the early 1960s, there was 
a surge of development in this area of the city, which swept away the old warehouses and 
office blocks to erect Brisbane's first real skyscrapers. In the following decades all the built 
heritage of Eagle Street was demolished, and today there is not a single building in the street 
which is older than 1965, with the honourable exception of the Mooney Fountain at the 
intersection of Queen Street. 
 
Some of the new buildings erected on this prime riverfront position in the centre of the city 
are of undoubted architectural merit; Harry Seidler's Riverside Centre, completed in 1987, is 
the obvious example. Nonetheless, the complete loss of such an important section of 
Brisbane's architectural heritage was a tragedy (if not a scandal), and indicative of the values 
which dominated public life in Queensland in the latter decades of the twentieth century. Fine 
buildings designed by distinguished architects such as John Sulman, Robertson & Marks, 
Spain & Cosh, Robin Dods, Lange Powell and F.D.G. Stanley, were demolished without a 
trace, and in their place there sprung up a forest of anonymous skyscrapers, such as one could 
find in any of the world's large cities today. 
 
The present study is an exercise in architectural archaeology. The documentary and pictorial 
records of Brisbane's history have been searched to locate descriptions and illustrations of the 
lost buildings of Eagle Street, in an attempt to reconstruct (if only on paper) the buildings 
which stood there when the street reached its commercial and architectural peak just before 
the Second World War.  
 
The purpose of a case-study, like this one, is to examine closely a sub-set of the whole, in the 
hope that the observed characteristics of the sub-set can be generalised to the larger system. 
Thus the aim of this study is to expand our knowledge of the built environment of Brisbane's 
commercial district between about 1860 and 1940. However one must make the caveat that 
Eagle Street was not typical of all streets in the central business district of Brisbane. It was a 
street devoted to wholesale and financial activities, and it was also a port street. This made it 
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significantly different from the retailing streets, such as Queen Street, and this distinction 
must be borne in mind. 
 
Methodology 
 
This study focuses on the visual precinct of what was sometimes called "upper" Eagle Street. 
This is the area from the northern end of Eagle Street, at its junction with Queen Street (just 
south of the Customs House), extending southwards to Creek Street. The buildings on the 
eastern and western sides of Eagle Street, plus a small number of buildings in Creek Street 
(which closes the view to the south) will be examined in detail. 
 
The block of Elizabeth Street which lies on the north side of Creek Street, adjacent to the 
triangular reserve containing the fig trees at the southern end of Eagle Street, was at some 
periods considered to form part of Eagle Street, but it has not been included in this study. 
Similarly, the street sometimes known as "lower" Eagle Street, which connects the ends of 
Creek and Mary Streets, has been largely omitted, as it is not continuous with "upper" Eagle 
Street and is not of great interest to the architectural historian. However, for the sake of 
completeness, the buildings of lower Eagle Street are briefly discussed in an appendix. 
 
This document is divided into two sections. Section A is a chronological narrative of the 
development of the port and wharves and of the resulting development of the buildings in 
Eagle Street, with general comments on the architecture of those buildings. 
 
In Section B, each of the buildings which was standing in 1939 is examined individually, 
with details (where appropriate and if available) of earlier buildings which had stood on the 
same site. Each building has been identified by a unique alpha-numeric code, e.g. E3, S2, 
W4, which indicates the side of the street (whether east, south, or west) on which the building 
stood. The key map at the beginning of the text shows the location of these buildings. 
 
As all of the buildings (except the Mooney Fountain) have now been demolished, it would be 
tedious to note that fact every time one of them is referred to in the text. When buildings are 
dated, the date given is the year (or years) of construction. 
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SECTION A: OVERVIEW 
  
8 
 
 
1: The Nineteenth Century 
 
 
The Development of the Port and Wharves 
 
The architectural history of Eagle Street cannot be studied in isolation from the history of the 
port and wharves, which formed the raison d'être of the built environment of Eagle Street. 
The story of Brisbane's development from a river port to a coastal port is a long and complex 
one, and only a broad outline will be given here. 
 
When the convict settlement was established at Moreton Bay in 1824, an unsuccessful start 
was made at Redcliffe before the settlement was moved early in 1825 to the present site of 
Brisbane, twenty-seven kilometres up the Brisbane River. The new site was selected because 
it offered an elevated ridge safe from floods, with fresh water and fertile ground in the 
vicinity. The disadvantage of the site was its distance from the sea and the problems of 
navigating the river, with its shallow bar at the mouth and numerous shoals, to say nothing of 
the frequent meanders which made progress difficult for sailing ships dependent upon the 
vagaries of the wind. These were serious problems in a settlement which was initially totally 
dependent upon shipping for its provisioning and its contact with the outside world. 
Nonetheless, repeated suggestions for an alternative site bore no fruit, and the small convict 
settlement of Brisbane Town became a permanent fixture. 
 
The first wharf was erected on the river bank below the new settlement. Its location is easy to 
identify from the stone Commissariat Store which was erected beside the wharf in 1828-29, 
and which still stands at 115-127 William Street. When Governor Gipps visited Brisbane in 
1842, shortly after the penal establishment had been closed, this was still the only wharf in 
the settlement, and the governor named it Queen's Wharf. 
 
 
1835 painting of the Moreton Bay Settlement, by Henry Bowerman 
The wharf and Commissariat Store are visible on the lower right 
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By that time vessels had begun mooring at South Brisbane, because it was the starting point 
for such routes as existed into the southern and western areas of the Moreton Bay district. 
The mooring facilities on the south bank were restricted to a large tree-stump, two metres in 
diameter. The development of a proper wharf at South Brisbane had to wait until 1845, when 
the Hunter River Steam Navigation Company erected a wharf and stores there. They 
extended this wharf into deeper water during the following year. By 1850 there were five 
wharves at South Brisbane, but across the river the Queen's Wharf remained the only facility 
adjacent to the centre of the town. 
 
The original Brisbane settlement was centred along the ridge flanking the river, roughly 
between the modern George and William Streets. Extension northwards, along what would 
become Queen Street, occurred only very slowly. In 1838, when the Foreman of Works, 
Andrew Petrie, erected a stone cottage for his family above the river, approximately at the 
northern corner of modern Queen and Wharf Streets, he found himself in a very isolated 
location, well beyond the existing settlement. This area soon became known as Petrie Bight. 
Sometime before 1844 Andrew Petrie erected a small wharf here to serve the cross-river ferry 
to Kangaroo Point, an area which was starting to develop as a farming, residential and light-
industrial area. 
 
In 1846 William Augustine Duncan was appointed as the first sub-collector of customs in 
Brisbane, and he was based initially at the Queen's Wharf. The colonial government in 
Sydney decided to erect a customs house at Moreton Bay, but Duncan was one of many who 
argued that Brisbane would never become the main port for the district, because vessels of 
any size were obliged to anchor in the bay and offload their cargoes onto smaller vessels to 
be carried up-river to the town. Despite all opinions to the contrary, Captain Owen Stanley 
finally decided in 1847 that Brisbane offered the safest and best anchorage, and that the 
customs house should be built there. He suggested that the existing Commissariat Store could 
be adapted for this purpose. 
 
Sub-collector Duncan reluctantly bowed to Stanley's decision, but he then provoked 
controversy and outrage by suggesting that the customs house would be best located further 
downstream, at a deep point in the river on the bank below the Petrie house, opposite 
Kangaroo Point. This was more than a kilometre (by road) from the existing township, and 
the businessmen of Brisbane rejected the suggestion outright. John Clements Wickham, the 
police magistrate and senior official at Moreton Bay, conceded that the site downstream was 
substantially closer (by water) to the river mouth and endowed with good rock foundations 
for a wharf, but he was concerned about the distance from the existing business enterprises. 
However Governor Fitzroy in Sydney endorsed Duncan's choice, and the Colonial Architect 
drew up plans for a stone building with a frontage of eleven metres, which was erected in 
1849-50 on the site of Petrie's old wharf and on part of the Petrie family's garden. Andrew 
Petrie junior later recalled that "pineapples flourished where the Customs House now has its 
abode."1 
                                                 
1 Daily Mail (Brisbane), 22 October 1922, p.11. 
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The original Customs House in Queen Street, Petrie Bight, about 1870 
The large stone building at the rear is the warehouse in 
Eagle Street popularly known as "Newton's Folly" (E5). 
 
The construction of the Customs House stimulated wharf development in its vicinity. John 
Richardson soon erected a wharf and warehouse immediately upstream. George Raff 
purchased the two allotments adjoining Richardson's wharf, but about 1853 he moved to a 
location about one hundred metres further upstream and there developed what would become 
one of the busiest wharves on the river. Wharf construction in these early days was a fairly 
primitive affair. One of Raff's associates later recalled that their first wharf (erected by 
Andrew Petrie) was created by tipping more than a hundred tons of loose stone into the river 
to make a base. Not surprisingly, this was subsequently washed away in a flood and the wharf 
had to be rebuilt. 
 
 
Scene on Raff's Wharf, about 1880  (E6) 
The photograph is taken from the wharf, looking uphill to the entrance on Eagle Street 
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The section of river bank between Raff's Wharf and the mouth of Wheat Creek was acquired 
by the Queensland Steam Navigation Company (QSN), a local enterprise formed in 1860 to 
combat the monopoly of the southern-based Australasian Steam Navigation Company (ASN). 
Here in 1864 the QSN erected offices, a store, a coal shed and a wharf, all designed for them 
by the architect James Cowlishaw. However they were unable to compete with the ASN and 
went out of business in the late 1860s. Their wharf and the adjacent land were purchased by 
the ASN, who had constructed a wharf in 1859 further south, at the end of Mary Street. 
 
 
Northern end of the Eagle Street wharves, about 1882 
The original Customs House is the low building on the far right. The two-storey gabled building 
left of centre is the premises of Gibbs, Bright & Company (E3). This is probably the original 
Richardson store of 1851-52. To the left of that is the laneway and buildings serving Barker's 
Wharf (E4). In the background on the far left is "Newton's Folly" (E5) on Eagle Street, which 
by this time had been extended and was in the possession of D.L. Brown & Co. 
 
On the southern side of Wheat Creek, near its junction with the river, James Campbell 
erected new premises for his building materials business in 1864. He also erected a wharf 
nearby, just upstream from the mouth of the creek. Further wharves soon filled the gap 
between Campbell's wharf and the ASN wharves, the latter stretching from the end of Mary 
Street to the end of Margaret Street. 
 
Downstream from the Customs House, wharf development occurred a little later. In the 1870s 
the state government erected the Kennedy Wharf below the Customs House, and this was 
acquired by the Brisbane municipal council in 1880. The council began a process of 
extending these wharves downstream towards the sharp bend of the river opposite Kangaroo 
Point, creating what would eventually be called Circular Quay, in imitation of a much more 
famous wharf in Sydney. 
 
By the end of the century, new wharf development was starting to occur further downstream 
around Newstead. The construction of a goods railway from the main line at Bowen Hills to 
the Newstead wharves highlighted one of the great drawbacks of the Eagle Street wharves, 
which had been built before Queensland entered the railway age. Although elaborate schemes 
were advanced for resumptions and tunnelling to create a rail connection between Eagle 
Street and the Roma Street terminus, property values in the central city had become too high 
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to permit such a scheme. The horse-drawn dray would continue to service the Eagle Street 
wharves until well into the twentieth century. 
 
A grand new Customs House, designed by Charles McLay, was opened on the site of its 
humble predecessor in 1889. This confirmed that the Petrie Bight area was still the heart of 
the port of Brisbane. Dredging of the bar at the river mouth had begun in 1862 and channels 
had been cut through all the bars and flats by 1871. By 1892, the centre of the dredged 
channel was about thirty metres wide and more than five metres deep. New wharves were 
erected near Eagle Street, notably the Norman Wharf for the Australasian United Steam 
Navigation Company (AUSN), which had absorbed the earlier ASN company. The Norman 
Wharf was opened in 1891 and replaced the old wharves upstream from the mouth of Wheat 
Creek. It was designed by the Sydney architects, McCredie Brothers, and supervised by their 
up-and-coming Brisbane partner, Claude W. Chambers. 
 
A series of severe floods towards the end of the century, culminating in the great flood of 
1893, did considerable damage to the wharves and almost obliterated the dredged shipping 
channel. The great Maritime Strike of 1890 was another setback, which brought widespread 
disruption, hardship and occasional violence. 
 
 
 
Perspective drawing (1888) of the new Customs House 
Designed by Charles McLay of the Queensland Colonial Architect's Office 
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The Development of Eagle Street 
 
When John Oxley explored the Brisbane River in 1823, he commented upon the "bold, 
perpendicular rock" where the Customs House would later be erected, and noted that the land 
around it was "low and brushy with a few cypress [hoop pines]."2 This area was known to the 
Turrbal people as Tumamum, and beyond it was the finger of land which they called 
Meanjin, which is now the central business district of Brisbane. After the establishment of the 
convict settlement in 1825, the low area descending to the river north of the settlement was 
developed for wheat cultivation, and this probably explains why the creek which traversed it 
became known as Wheat Creek (although at certain times it also bore other names, such as 
Market Creek). A sketch from 1835 shows a track along the river bank, with a small bridge 
across the mouth of Wheat Creek, at what is now the end of Creek Street. 
 
 
Brisbane from the Town Reach in 1835 
Note the bridge (on the right) across the mouth of Wheat Creek, at the end of modern Creek Street. 
 
In 1838, when the Petries settled by the river, at what is now Petrie Bight, there was still a 
large Aboriginal population nearby, and one of the Petrie children, Tom, who was seven at 
the time, soon made friends with his indigenous neighbours and learnt to speak their language 
fluently. The Petries developed a large garden along the river bank opposite their house. 
Although this was an isolated, and occasionally dangerous location at that time, other settlers 
soon followed the Petries, and a sketch map from 1844 shows three cottages standing on the 
river bank between the Petrie house and the mouth of Wheat Creek. One of these cottages 
was the home of Dr Stephen Simpson, who later purchased these cottages and the land on 
which they stood, once crown land at Moreton Bay became available for sale. 
 
The earliest survey of town allotments in Brisbane was made in 1842, but the Petrie Bight 
area was too remote for subdivision at that time. By 1849 allotments were available for sale 
on the river bank upstream from Petrie Bight and by 1851 the name Eagle Street began to 
appear in the local newspaper. Governor Gipps refused to believe that Brisbane would ever 
                                                 
2 J.G. Steele, The Explorers of the Moreton Bay District, 1770-1830 (St Lucia, Qld: University of Queensland 
Press, 1972), p.111. 
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be a large town and he insisted that it had no need for broad streets, a decision which has 
cursed the city ever since. However Queen Street and Eagle Street were both allowed extra 
width, with a carriageway of 55 feet 2 inches (about 17 metres) plus footways on each side of 
12 feet (almost 4 metres). This extra width would give Eagle Street a certain local grandeur, 
and the view down Eagle and Queen Streets from their junction was long considered one of 
the most impressive streetscapes in Brisbane, and it was a favourite subject for 
photographers. 
 
The alignment of Eagle Street was complex, being made up of three disconnected roadways. 
To the north, there was a short street between Adelaide and Ann Streets, roughly in the 
position of modern Clark Lane, which was considered part of Eagle Street in the 1850s and 
1860s. It was closed in 1864, when Queen Street was extended from Adelaide Street to 
Boundary Street. Then there was the main section of Eagle Street, between Queen and Creek 
Streets, which is the subject of the present study. Finally there was a southern section 
connecting the ends of Creek and Mary Streets, which is briefly discussed in the appendix.  
 
 
Detail from Ham's map of Brisbane, 1863 
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The opening of the Customs House in 1850, and the subsequent wharf development nearby, 
gradually put an end to residential development in Eagle Street. In the 1850s the cottages 
there were still desirable residences, occupied by tenants such as the Supreme Court judge, 
Alfred James Lutwyche, the first Baptist minister, B.G. Wilson, and William Duckett White, 
a successful pastoralist. However by 1860 Stephen Simpson, who owned many of these 
cottages, was offering his land for sale, highlighting its deep-water frontage. In 1863 his 
allotments were purchased by the recently founded Queensland Steam Navigation Company, 
who constructed wharves and offices at river-level, although the cottages remained as 
residences at street-level for some years yet. At the far southern end of the street, near the 
mouth of the creek, the QSN Hotel (E14, named after the shipping company), was opened in 
1864. 
 
As the wharves became busier, the volume of traffic in Eagle Street increased, to a point 
where it became the busiest street in Brisbane, after Queen Street, and it would remain so 
until well into the twentieth century. However, unlike Queen Street, much of the traffic in 
Eagle Street consisted of heavy vehicles conveying merchandise to and from the wharves. 
These heavy drays churned up the road, so that it became a quagmire in wet weather and a 
dustbowl in dry weather, and always with a rich admixture of horse-droppings. In 1876 it was 
reported that, on windy days, even sprinkling the street with water twice a day was 
insufficient to control the dust. 
 
The bridge near the mouth of Wheat Creek, giving access to lower Eagle Street, Charlotte 
Street and Mary Street, was originally nothing more than three logs laid alongside each other, 
covered with transverse split timbers, and cemented with mud which washed off in wet 
weather; there was no hand-rail. There was a smaller bridge where Elizabeth Street crossed 
the creek, and a larger one further up the creek at Queen Street. Although the Wheat Creek 
was not a large stream, the creek-crossings were still treacherous, especially in poor weather. 
Two of Andrew Petrie's descendants died in this creek, and they were by no means its only 
victims. The lower end of Creek Street was just a muddy track. A visitor in 1867 described it 
as follows: 
 
Well, there it is, an unfortunate footpath, at most never more than five feet wide, running 
along the edge of the creek, and every now and then bridged by one or two "battens," which it 
would require a steady eye and firm foot to cross, and never either designed nor attempted for 
the passing of a cab; mud in some places knee deep, and altogether much more like the bed of 
a creek than a street.3 
 
In 1870 the municipal council finally resolved to do away with the bridges by channelling the 
creek through a culvert from Elizabeth Street to the river, filling in the creek, and creating a 
proper roadway in Creek Street. Typically, this was a long-drawn-out task which took about 
two years to complete. The council then gradually extended the culvert further back along 
Creek Street to Queen Street. 
                                                 
3 Brisbane Courier, 14 March 1867, p.2. 
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The reclamation of the creek created a triangular area of vacant ground at the junction of 
Eagle, Creek and Elizabeth Streets, which the State Government granted to the council as a 
reserve. In 1871 the Minister for Lands asked Walter Hill, superintendent of the Botanic 
Gardens, to advise on the laying out of this reserve. Hill is credited with planting the banyan 
fig and the two white figs which still flourish here. Their rapid growth soon provided shade 
for the draymen and cabmen who waited at the reserve for hire. They also shaded the 
waterside workers who waited at "The Triangle" each morning to be hired as day-labourers. 
A water-trough was installed for horses, and survived until after the Second World War, 
along with a water fountain for their masters. The public urinal was a necessary, but often 
putrid convenience. 
 
 
Early development of the Eagle/Queen/Creek Streets block, about 1866 
This photo, from about 1866, shows James Berkley's new chemist shop in 
Queen Street (1865-66, Benjamin Backhouse), on the reclaimed ground 
between Queen and Eagle Streets. In the background on the left is a stone 
warehouse on the eastern side of Eagle Street, at the northern end of the Raff 
property (E6). In the background on the right is the recently erected 
warehouse for Colin Munro on the western side of Eagle Street (W6). 
 
In the 1850s, the area on the western side of Eagle Street was still just a mangrove swamp, 
flushed by the tidal back-flow from the creek. In 1859 a local resident called for the area to 
be filled in, on the grounds that it was a health hazard, because of the "noxious vapours it is 
constantly throwing off from the stagnant water and the decomposition of animal and 
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vegetable matter."4 This message was apparently heeded, and in 1865 land on this side of the 
street was offered for sale for the first time. Building commenced soon afterwards, but even 
after reclamation this swampy ground, with a permanent subterranean tidal flow of 
groundwater from the river, made a poor foundation for construction; flooding and 
subsidence would become a constant problem for property-owners on this side of the street. 
The narrow lane at the back of these properties, later called Eagle Lane, was useful for 
deliveries, but its surface was even worse than that of Eagle Street, and the urinals emptied 
into an open gutter. 
 
 
Eagle Street omnibus shelter about 1900 
Erected 1895, demolished 1910 
 
By the late 1870s omnibuses were plying Eagle Street, and at the reserve on the corner of 
Queen Street a terminal was established, which would remain in use until the latter half of the 
twentieth century. The question of providing a rest-shelter for passengers waiting for a bus 
was surprisingly controversial, as it was felt that such an amenity would just attract 
"undesirables." In 1895 a shelter was finally erected by the municipal council, who sought to 
make revenue from it by selling advertising space, a decision which was also controversial. 
This contested structure was finally removed in 1910, and the question of constructing a 
replacement was still being considered after the Second World War. This strange saga 
perhaps tells us something about the history of attitudes to public transport in Brisbane. 
 
In 1880 the first telephone exchange was opened in Brisbane, and many of the businesses in 
Eagle Street were early subscribers. 
 
An indicator of the urban development of the central city was the introduction of a system of 
numbering for the buildings in each street. It was no longer the case that the location of every 
business was common knowledge, and an increasing number of businesses were appearing 
(and disappearing). The use of property numbers on the western side of Eagle Street first 
                                                 
4 Moreton Bay Courier, 30 March 1859, p.2. 
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appears about 1878. On the eastern side however, where the properties were generally larger, 
no evidence of property numbering has been found during the nineteenth century. In 1901 a 
new and much more widespread system of numbering was introduced, replacing the old 
property numbers with new numbers, which are still in use. 
 
 
Eagle Street in 1884 
The view is from Queen Street, looking south. The large buildings on the left belonged to 
D.L. Brown & Co. (E4 and E5). On the right are the Mooney Fountain (W14) and the 
Mutual Assurance Society of Victoria (W13). At the far end of the street the sprawling 
two-storey building which looks like a private residence is the original premises of James 
Campbell & Sons (S1).  
 
The 1880s were boom years throughout Australia, and this was reflected in increased 
building activity in Eagle Street, with several large warehouses being erected, notably 
the huge D.L. Brown building (E5). In 1888 it was destroyed by a fire, which was one of 
the largest ever seen in Brisbane, but it was quickly rebuilt on an even grander scale. In 
1886 a local journalist, making comparisons with Sydney, reported that "Eagle Street is 
fast becoming the Pitt Street of Brisbane."5 
 
The severe floods which struck in 1887, 1890 and 1893 did considerable damage to 
businesses in Eagle Street. However there was no question of moving the port of 
Brisbane, and no effective scheme of flood-protection could be devised, so the affected 
businesses had no option but to clean up and carry on. The floods have proved a boon to 
architectural historians, because photographs were taken of the flooded streets. Many of 
these early photos were preserved as interesting curiosities and have thus come down to 
us. They are often the best, or the only, pictorial record which we have of many 
nineteenth century buildings in central Brisbane.  
 
 
                                                 
5 Telegraph (Brisbane), 21 December 1886, p.5. 
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Eagle Street in the 1893 flood 
Looking south from in front of the D.L. Brown building (E5). The tall building on the 
left of the street at the far end is the recently erected Harper's Buildings (E12). 
 
 
 
 
The Buildings 
 
The most significant early buildings erected in the Eagle Street area were stores on the 
wharves to accommodate and protect the valuable merchandise which was being imported or 
exported. Typically these were solid structures with small openings. The early stores at Raff's 
Wharf are a good example, being made of rubble masonry, with two storeys and a gabled 
attic, and an external hoist to serve the upper floors. They were demolished in 1912 for the 
erection of Parbury House (E6). 
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Stores at Raff's Wharf 
Probably erected about 1860; photographed about 1880 (E6) 
 
The brick stores on Barker's wharf (E4), beside the rear of the Brown building, exhibited a 
more sophisticated version of the same design. These buildings survived until after the 
Second World War. 
 
  
Stores on Barker's wharf, photographed about 1930 and 1946  (E4) 
Probably from the 1870s. The nearer building seems to 
have originally been a one-storey stone structure.  
 
The shed made of galvanised and corrugated iron was another common element in the built 
environment of the wharves. Even on Eagle Street itself there were, in the nineteenth century 
at least, various iron sheds which housed light industries which were closely associated with 
the shipping industry, such as coopers and metal-workers. 
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Premises of Hipwood Brothers on Eagle Street in 1893 flood  (W2) 
 
More commonly however the buildings which fronted Eagle Street were considered the 
public face of the wharves, and they gradually acquired a certain veneer of sophistication. An 
1872 photo of the Barker store (E4), which was probably erected in the 1860s, shows what is 
still a fairly basic one-storey building. The timber parapet and cornice suggest certain 
aspirations towards refinement. 
 
 
Barker & Co. store, 1872  (E4) 
The lofty stone side wall of "Newton's Folly" (E5) is visible on the right 
 
A little further south along the street, a photo from about 1880 shows the one-storey premises 
of the London and Lancashire Fire Insurance Company. This is quite a decorative 
composition, with round-headed windows and a moulded string-course, with a parapet above. 
The photograph is poor, but it is possible that this façade was executed in timber. This 
building was demolished for the 1883-84 extension of the D.L. Brown building (E5). The 
same photo shows, in the background, a solid two-storey stone structure which stood on the 
22 
 
southern side of the entrance to Raff's Wharf. This was demolished to erect offices for 
Parbury, Lamb & Raff in 1883 (E7). 
 
 
London and Lancashire Fire Insurance, and at rear the 
stores at the entrance to Raff's Wharf, about 1880  (E5, E7) 
 
By far the largest of the early buildings in Eagle Street was the 1864 warehouse for Newton, 
Brother & Co. ("Newton's Folly"), which was designed by James Cowlishaw, who also 
supervised the 1873 additions to this building for the then proprietors, D.L. Brown & Co. 
(E5). Unfortunately no good image of the façade of this building has been located, but photos 
of the sides and rear show a massive structure of rubble masonry.  
 
"Newton's Folly" probably introduced a more sophisticated phase of the street's architecture, 
bringing modest examples of the Free Classical style which was so popular in the third 
quarter of the nineteenth century.  
 
The architect Benjamin Backhouse spent only about a decade in Brisbane (in the 1860s), but 
he was responsible for some of the finest buildings erected in the years immediately 
following separation from New South Wales. His design for the stores of Webb Bros (W4), 
built in 1865-66, is a fine example of his ability to produce interesting and original designs 
from standard forms. This was probably the first significant building erected on the western 
side of Eagle Street. 
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Stores for Webb Bros, photographed about 1902  (1865-66, Benjamin Backhouse, W4) 
 
By the late 1870s we can see James Cowlishaw using Renaissance motifs more ambitiously 
in the offices and warehouses for Elliott Brothers (W1). The brickwork was rendered to 
replicate rustication, and the rather elaborate sculptural effects in the keystones and cornice 
frieze were probably achieved with cast cement. This design has much in common with 
Cowlishaw's almost contemporaneous design for two warehouses on the other side of the 
street erected in 1877-78 for the Australasian Steam Navigation Company (E10, E11).  
 
 
Offices and warehouse for Elliott Bros  (1876, James Cowlishaw, W1) 
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A few years later, shortly before his retirement, Cowlishaw reprised many of these details in 
his design for the offices for Parbury, Lamb & Raff (E7), but with the addition of a balcony 
to the upper floor, with elaborate metalwork in the filigree style which was then so popular. 
 
 
Offices for Parbury, Lamb & Raff  (1883, James Cowlishaw, E7) 
On the right is a portion of Parbury's Buildings (1888-89, John Beauchamp Nicholson, E8) 
 
Some years later, these metalwork effects were used even more extensively by John 
Beauchamp Nicholson in his unusual design for the adjoining Parbury's Buildings (E8). 
 
 
Warehouse for Dr J. Bancroft (left) and premises for J.W. Sutton & Co. 
(1882-83, John Richard Hall, W7 and W8) 
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During the latter decades of the nineteenth century, Classicism gave way to more flamboyant 
architectural styles. The design which John Richard Hall developed for the range of buildings 
which was shared by J.W. Sutton & Company and the tenants of Dr Joseph Bancroft (1882-
83, W7 and W8) showed the influence of the "boom style." Ornamentation was liberally 
applied, with mass-produced detailing, probably cast in Portland cement. The numerous urns 
on the pediment are typical of this period. 
 
The Italian architect Andrea Stombuco produced a distinctly Renaissance design for the 
Maurice D. Benjamin warehouse on the corner of Creek and Eagle Streets (1883-84, S3), 
which thereafter became part of the southern streetscape of upper Eagle Street. This building 
was designed as retail premises, as the extensive fenestration demonstrates, and was thus of a 
more decorative design than many of its contemporaries in Eagle Street.  
 
 
Warehouse for Maurice D. Benjamin  (1883-84, Andrea Stombuco, S3) 
 
One of the towering figures in Brisbane architecture of the late nineteenth century is Francis 
Drummond Greville Stanley, who served as Colonial Architect from 1871 to 1881. Among 
the work which Stanley produced after leaving government service there are several 
significant buildings in Eagle Street. The new facades for the Mutual Assurance Society of 
Victoria building (1882, W13) were an elegant Renaissance composition which clad a bare 
wall at the prominent corner of Eagle and Queen Streets, and provided the backdrop for the 
recently erected drinking fountain popularly known as the Mooney Fountain. For almost 
eighty years, this corner would be one of the most frequently photographed locations in 
Brisbane. 
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New façade for the Mutual Assurance Society of Victoria building 
(1882, F.D.G. Stanley, W13) 
In front is the "Mooney" Fountain (1878-80, William H. Chambers, W14) 
 
Stanley's 1883-84 extension of the D.L. Brown warehouse (E5) followed Cowlishaw's 
original design for "Newton's Folly," although the new tower showed definite Second Empire 
influence.  
 
 
First D.L. Brown warehouse (completed by F.D.G. Stanley, 1884, E5) 
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When this building was destroyed by fire in 1888, Stanley designed a large new structure 
(erected 1888-89) which would be the dominant architectural feature of Eagle Street until the 
early 1960s. It is quite a restrained design, appropriate for the wholesale and industrial 
functions of the building, in a simple Renaissance style. 
 
 
D.L. Brown & Co (later Thomas Brown & Sons)  (F.D.G. Stanley, 1888-89, E5) 
Photographed about 1902 
 
Stanley's final contribution to the architecture of Eagle Street was a complex of warehouses 
erected as a single building for Robert Harper in 1889-91 (E12). The façade is clearly 
articulated into three sections, separated by pilasters. The high, wide, round-headed glazed 
openings at ground level in each section are very suggestive of the coming style which we 
now call the Federation Warehouse. 
 
 
Harper's Buildings  (1889-91, F.D.G. Stanley, E12) 
Photographed about 1928 
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Approaching the end of the century, the first "southern architect" made his appearance in 
Eagle Street. John Sulman, an émigré British architect, had arrived in Sydney in 1885 and 
soon became the architect for several large financial organisations, including the Mutual Life 
Association of Australasia. He designed their Brisbane premises (E1), which were erected in 
1886-88 on the corner of Eagle and Queen Streets, close to the Customs House. This striking 
composition, with its undulating façade which wraps itself around the obtuse angle formed by 
the street junction, its giant Corinthian columns spanning the two upper floors, and its dome, 
is best described as Mannerist. Architecturally it achieved a degree of sophistication 
previously unseen in Eagle Street. 
 
 
Mutual Life Association of Australasia Building  (1886-88, John Sulman, E1) 
Photographed about 1914 
 
Local architect Henry Atkinson was perhaps inspired by Sulman's example when he designed 
the more modest two-storey Queensland Mutual Insurance building (1894-95, W9), erected 
on a narrow frontage. The large arched window on the ground floor, the rusticated doorway, 
the pilasters and columns of varying orders, and the Palladian window on the upper level 
could certainly be described as Mannerist. 
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Queensland Mutual Insurance Building  (1894-95, Henry W. Atkinson, W9) 
 
The preceding discussion has focused on the exterior forms of the buildings erected in Eagle 
Street throughout the course of the nineteenth century. In many cases, this is virtually all that 
we know about the buildings. Nonetheless, there are a few general observations which can be 
made on other aspects of their design. 
 
In an era when artificial lighting was still something of a luxury, and artificial ventilation 
practically unknown, the size and placing of windows was always a priority. The buildings on 
the eastern side of the street overlooked the river to the rear, which gave them access to the 
cool summer breezes coming off the water. The buildings on the western side were not so 
fortunate, but they still had rear access to Eagle Lane, which provided at least some light and 
air. Light wells were commonly inserted into buildings at this time to provide lighting and 
ventilation, and examples can be seen on the southern side of the rebuilt D.L. Brown building 
(E5), where F.D.G. Stanley correctly anticipated that a large building might later be erected 
on the adjoining Parbury property. For the Harper building (E12) Stanley used a central light 
well to supplement the light and air available from the front (on Eagle Street) and the rear (on 
Parbury Lane). 
 
The need for fire-resistant construction was slowly becoming more apparent. The disastrous 
fire of 1888 in the D.L. Brown building (E5) was attributed to the fact that the open archways 
connecting the departments on each floor allowed the fire to spread quickly. Stanley's design 
for the new building incorporated a fireproof wall in the centre of the building, and in 1890 
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this was the first Brisbane building to be fitted with Grinnell automatic sprinklers. The two 
warehouses erected for the ASN Company in 1887-88 (E10 and E11) shared a common 
masonry façade, but were separated internally by nothing more than a thin timber partition. A 
serious fire in 1899 revealed the flaw in this design by James Cowlishaw. 
 
The unique position of the Eagle Street buildings, flanking one of the busiest wharfage areas 
in the port of Brisbane, posed a particular challenge to architects, as there was a large and 
constant volume of vehicular traffic to and from the wharves, and all of it had to pass along 
Eagle Street. In the early days, virtually each allotment had a laneway leading from the street 
down to the wharf, but as land on the street-front became increasingly valuable, this practice 
seemed wasteful. 
 
At the southern end of the street, where the ASN Company owned both the river frontages 
and the street frontages, it was able to resolve the problem in 1881 by subdividing the 
allotments so as to provide a lane (later known as Parbury Lane) turning off Eagle Street 
towards the wharves, and then running south, parallel to both Eagle Street and the river, to 
exit at the end of Creek Street. The land to the west of the lane was then sold to accommodate 
new buildings at the southern end of Eagle Street (with access to the lane at their rear), and 
on its east the lane gave immediate access to the wharves. 
 
At the northern end of the street the situation was more complex, and there were arcane 
arrangements regarding easements for access to the wharves. When designing the Barker 
warehouse (E4), F.D.G. Stanley found a solution to the problem by erecting his building 
around and above the laneway which ran from the street down to the wharf. He used this 
technique again in his design for the new D.L. Brown building (E5), where he inserted a 
similar laneway on the southern side of the building; this laneway was only partially covered, 
as it was able to take advantage of the light area. 
 
An interesting phenomenon, of which there were several examples, was the practice of 
erecting two or more distinct buildings behind a shared façade. In such cases, each building 
usually occupied a separately titled allotment, so there was the possibility of later selling 
them individually, but there were also cases where the allotments had different owners, who 
collaborated to erect buildings with a shared façade. There were obvious economies of scale 
in this practice, but it appears that the principal reason behind it was a nineteenth-century 
view of town planning which favoured streetscapes with clusters of buildings (even whole 
blocks or squares) in a uniform style. This idea was anathema to the individualistic 
pretensions of later generations. 
 
Finally, something might be said about the "back-front issues" in Eagle Street. Although a 
rail link between Sydney and Brisbane (via Armidale and Toowoomba) was opened in 1888, 
most long-distance travellers still reached Brisbane by sea until well into the twentieth 
century. For many of them, their first view of the central city area was the grimy jumble of 
the Eagle Street wharves, and beyond that the backs of the buildings fronting Eagle Street. 
Typically the rear elevations of these buildings were unadorned, hung with fire-escapes, and 
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clustered about with sheds and toilet blocks. It is to the credit of the D.L. Brown company 
and their architect, F.D.G. Stanley, that the new building of 1888-89 (E5) made a conscious 
effort to present an attractive façade to the river. It was the only building of its time to do so. 
Even after the turn of the century there seemed to be little appreciation of the desirability of 
doing something to rectify this problem; the honourable exception being Hall & Dods, in 
their design for the 1914-15 renovation of the Queensland Trustees building (E1). 
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2: 1901-1945 
 
 
The Port and Wharves 
 
Following the damage to the Brisbane River channel which was caused by the severe floods 
of 1893, a long-term program to improve the navigability of the river was commenced, under 
the direction of Edward Alexander Cullen, principal engineer with the Queensland Marine 
Department. Cullen continued in this role for almost forty years and successfully oversaw the 
construction of training walls, the cutting of a new bar at the river mouth in 1909-12, the 
removal of rocky shoals from the river bed, the cutting back of the points at Kangaroo Point, 
Gardens Point and elsewhere, the construction of bank revetments, and the marking and 
lighting of the channel down the river and out through Moreton Bay. These works allowed 
Brisbane to continue to function successfully as a river port after the turn of the century.1 
 
During the first decade of the twentieth century the Australasian United Steam Navigation 
Company (AUSN) achieved complete domination of the wharves upstream from the Customs 
House, as far as the Botanic Gardens. To their existing wharves at Mary Street, lower Eagle 
Street (Norman Wharf) and the southern end of upper Eagle Street they added the Parbury 
wharf (formerly Raff's Wharf) in 1902, and between 1905 and 1910 they obtained the lease 
of all the wharves adjoining the northern end of upper Eagle Street, which by this time were 
in the ownership of Thomas Brown & Sons, the successor firm to D.L. Brown & Co. The 
AUSN set about renovating all these properties and raising the level of the wharves to reduce 
the perennial problem of flooding. These works were completed in 1914, creating a 
continuous line of modern wharves stretching from the end of Margaret Street to the Customs 
House, and broken only at the end of Creek Street, where a vehicular ferry continued to 
provide access from the city to Kangaroo Point until about 1930. 
 
Despite all these improvements, there was no doubt that the port was starting to move 
downstream. Further wharves were being developed at Teneriffe and Newstead, now with the 
advantage of a rail connection. In a move which prefigured developments much later in the 
century, the state government developed wharves, with a rail connection, near the mouth of 
the river at Pinkenba as early as 1902. These were deep-water general cargo wharves, but at 
the time they were generally considered to be too far from the commercial centre of Brisbane. 
 
In 1926 the Sydney architect, Jack F. Hennessy, who was developing a lucrative practice in 
Brisbane under the patronage of the Catholic archbishop, James Duhig, issued a note of 
warning: 
 
                                                 
1 For Cullen's own account of these works see: Edward Alexander Cullen, "The Improvement of the Brisbane 
River," Minutes of Proceedings of the Institution of Civil Engineers, vol.214, pt.2 (1921-22), p.278-286. 
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Brisbane is now being developed on the assumption that large steamers will always come up 
the river as far as the Customs House. The shipping offices have clustered around Eagle 
Street, and our roads are being constructed on the assumption that the wharves will always be 
where they are now … if the centre of gravity of the shipping business moves down the river, 
then the shipping offices will move with it, and in a few years Eagle Street will no longer be 
the centre of shipping business. What are we going to do with Eagle Street?2 
 
These prophetic words were dismissed at the time, but the development of new wharves at 
Hamilton in the 1920s for the Cold Stores and Brett & Co., and the connection of these to the 
existing Pinkenba rail line, clearly indicated where the future lay. However it was the 
decision, in 1934, to erect what would become known as the Story Bridge which finally 
sealed the fate of the Eagle Street wharves, because the bridge (completed in 1939) prevented 
very large vessels from coming further upstream. This did not immediately render the AUSN 
wharves redundant, but it showed that their future was limited. 
 
 
Watercolour of the Eagle Street wharves, 1930, by William Bustard 
Showing the AUSN wharves, at the end of Creek Street, looking north down Parbury Lane. 
On the left is the new Wool Exchange (E14). Beyond it is the brownish bulk of Parbury 
House (E6), and finally the pedimented silhouette of Thomas Brown & Sons (E5). 
 
                                                 
2 Daily Mail (Brisbane), 16 February 1926, p.8. 
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During the Second World War the port of Brisbane became a major naval and logistics 
centre for the allied forces in the Pacific, and all of the Brisbane wharves were heavily 
used. Over a million pounds were spent on new wharves at Hamilton, thus furthering 
the downstream movement of the port. 
 
 
The Street 
 
The dominant topic in Eagle Street during the early years of the new century was the 
question of the road surface. After years of complaints, the city council finally decided 
in 1902 to lay tarred "metal" from Queen Street to Creek Street. They had no sooner 
done so than they received a claim for compensation from a man whose horse had 
slipped on this unfamiliar surface. The quality of the tarring was very poor, and in the 
following years much of it had to be replaced, but the complaints continued. The heavy 
vehicles which so frequently traversed the street contributed to the problem. 
 
In 1914, as a last desperate resort, the council reverted to an earlier technology. They 
dug up the street, laid a concrete foundation, and then carefully set wooden paving 
blocks on top of this, without any final tarred layer. The durability of Australian 
hardwood is legendary, and this surface was not replaced with asphalt until 1951. 
 
The fig trees at the triangular reserve at the southern end of the street continued to be a 
focus of street-life. In 1916 the Industrial Court decreed that the existing system for 
recruiting day-labourers for the wharves was unduly harsh for the workers, and as a 
result a shelter shed was erected near the Howard Smith wharves in Boundary Street in 
1918 by the Waterside Employer's Association. The design of this structure was one of 
the smallest jobs ever undertaken by the architects Chambers & Powell. 
 
 
Eagle Street in 1935 
Looking south from the junction with Queen Street 
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The rapid expansion in motor traffic affected Eagle Street in many ways. The 
intersections at either end were becoming particularly dangerous, and innovative 
measures were required to address this problem. At the southern end, a "silent 
policeman" was constructed in the centre of the intersection. This was a concrete 
hemisphere, about fifty centimetres in diameter, designed to direct turning traffic. 
These strange structures became a regular feature of Brisbane streets until they were 
replaced by traffic lights in the 1960s. 
 
At the northern end of the street, pedestrians walking along Queen Street had to 
negotiate the wide and busy junction with Eagle Street. To assist them, it was decided 
in 1929 to erect a raised "safety zone" in the middle of Eagle Street. This novel 
proposal was not finally implemented until 1936. 
 
In 1931 the city council, ever eager to find new sources of revenue, decided to turn the 
fig-tree reserve into a petrol station, despite public outcry. Fortunately investigations 
revealed that the reserve was ultimately the property of the State Government, and the 
Minister for Lands vetoed the proposal. The shame-faced council made amends by 
landscaping the reserve, installing benches, and removing the foul-smelling public 
toilet. 
 
The Fig-Tree Reserve in 1935 
Behind the trees, the buildings visible in Creek Street are James Campbell & Sons 
(S1) on the far left, and the second Dalgety building (S2). The older Dalgety 
building (S3) is just visible beneath the trees, on the corner of Elizabeth Street. 
 
The question of public toilets was always a contentious one. As early as 1890 
businesses in the vicinity of the fig-tree reserve had been agitating for the removal of 
the urinal there. In 1883, property owners at the other end of the street had successfully 
blocked a proposal to erect urinals on the corner reserve where the Mooney Fountain 
had recently been erected. By the late nineteenth century Australian cities were 
beginning to experiment with underground toilets, as a means of reducing the 
unpleasant visual impact of public conveniences. In 1910 the Brisbane municipal 
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council was planning to erect an underground lavatory at the corner reserve, which 
would perhaps have been the first such facility in Brisbane, but there was public 
objection even to this proposal, and it was abandoned. 
 
In 1935 a local journalist commented on the fact that Eagle Street, unlike Queen Street, 
was a "postless street." He was referring to the veranda posts which had been an 
integral part of the Australian streetscape since the nineteenth century. He noted that 
"government offices, banks, insurance offices and other dignified buildings eschew 
verandas altogether, fearing that they might mar the symmetry of the architecture."3 He 
might have added that retail premises, on the other hand, were usually keen to provide 
some form of awning that would encourage passers-by to stop and inspect the display 
of merchandise. A 1923 city council decree had insisted that all future awnings would 
be cantilevered, and this had contributed to the demise of the post. Even cantilevered 
awnings were rare in a street like Eagle Street, which was dedicated to wholesale and 
financial activities. In 1939 the only awnings on the eastern side of the street were 
above the display window of the Orient Line Building (E8) and above the entrance to 
the Biggs & Company section of Harper's Buildings (E12). On the western side, there 
were awnings above the entrance to the Mercantile Mutual building (W1) and the 
southern Paul & Gray building (W5). 
 
 
Afternoon rush-hour in Eagle Street, 1939 
                                                 
3 Daily Standard, 27 November 1935, p.4. 
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The outbreak of the Second World War in 1939 brought inevitable changes. The city's 
population mushroomed, especially after the United States entered the war at the end of 
1941. Pipes were laid along the gutters of Eagle Street to carry river-water for fire-
fighting, in case of air-raids. Eight very solid air-raid shelters were constructed in Eagle 
Street. They soon found unexpected uses, and in February 1942 a young unemployed 
female domestic servant was charged in the courts after being found in an Eagle Street 
shelter "in a recumbent posture" with a seaman. Fortunately the air-raids did not 
eventuate, and by 1944 the council was wrestling with the expensive problem of 
removing the shelters. 
 
 
Air-raid shelter in Eagle Street, 1942 
In the background are the Clark & Fauset building (E13) 
on the left, and the Wool Exchange (E14) on the right. 
 
 
The Buildings 
 
In 1900 there were still two old industrial buildings on the west side of Eagle Street. To the 
south, on Creek Street, was another early survival long overdue for replacement, and beside it 
a vacant lot. On the eastern side of the street, there were still two vacant lots, and the large 
Parbury property (successor to Raff's Wharf) was still underdeveloped. There was thus plenty 
of scope for further building, and the architectural history of Eagle Street in the first half of 
the twentieth century is one of increasing gentrification, made possible by the growing 
prosperity of the Queensland economy (albeit interrupted by occasional downturns). The 
buildings erected in this era were generally larger and more ambitious than their Victorian 
predecessors. 
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The Commercial Union Insurance building (E3) of 1903, designed by Addison & Corrie, was 
a late example of Victorian Mannerism. Its dizzyingly busy façade was executed in red brick 
with cement dressings, on a sandstone base. Here again the architects had to accommodate an 
easement leading to a wharf behind, so a large dray entrance was incorporated on the right-
hand side of the building. 
 
Commercial Union Insurance Building  (1900-3, Addison & Corrie, E3) 
 
By contrast, the design of Robin Dods for the new building erected by Charles Parbury 
(1906, E9), which would become the offices of Gibbs, Bright & Co., is reassuringly 
Classical, in an elegant but economical Renaissance style. 
 
 
Gibbs, Bright & Co.  (1906, Robin Dods, E9) 
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The successful hardware firm of James Campbell & Co., which had been established in Creek 
Street, opposite the southern end of Eagle Street, since 1864, finally invested in a badly 
needed new building, which was erected in two stages between 1907 and 1909 (S1). The 
design, by Claude W. Chambers, was one of the finest examples in Brisbane of the 
Federation Warehouse style, with the hallmark "continuous pier and arch" motif, which had 
been adapted from the American Romanesque style. It impressively closed the view at the 
southern end of Eagle Street, and became an integral element of the streetscape.  
 
 
James Campbell & Sons  (1907-9, Claude W. Chambers, S1) 
 
Arguably the finest building erected in Eagle Street before the Second World War was the 
English, Scottish and Australian Bank (1911-13, E2). It was designed by Lange Powell when 
he was still in his twenties and newly returned from two years in Europe, where he had been 
impressed by the Edwardian Baroque style then popular in Britain. There are some Baroque 
elements in the ES&A design, the style of which can generally be described as Free Classical. 
The internal detailing, especially in the banking chamber, reflected Powell's passion for 
designing furnishings and joinery. It is a tragedy that this building was demolished in 1984. 
 
40 
 
 
English, Scottish and Australian Bank  (1911-13, Lange L. Powell, E2) 
 
In 1911-13 the last gap in the southern streetscape was filled when Dalgety & Company 
erected a new warehouse in Creek Street (S2), as an extension of their existing premises, 
which were located in the building which had originally been erected as the Maurice D. 
Benjamin warehouse (S3). The new building was a simple but pleasing composition in face-
brick, designed by the firm of Atkinson & McLay. Stylistically, it could be regarded as a 
variant of the Federation Warehouse. 
 
Charles Parbury had been slowly exploiting the commercial potential of the lengthy street 
frontage which he had acquired, along with the rest of George Raff's land, in 1882. The final 
(and largest) stage of this development was a five-storey block of offices stretching back to 
the wharves, erected in 1913-14 (E6). For a building like Parbury House, only a "southern 
architect" would suffice, so the commission was given to Robertson & Marks, one of the 
leading firms in commercial architecture in Sydney. The façade was executed in brick, with 
stone dressings, and displays a few Baroque details. It was a restrained and attractive 
composition, perhaps owing something to the Federation Warehouse style, of which 
Robertson & Marks were prime exponents. 
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Parbury House  (1913-14, Robertson & Marks, E6) 
Photographed in 1949, when it had become Scottish Union House 
 
In 1924 a Brisbane newspaper reported that "The northern aspect of Queen Street, adjacent to 
Eagle Street, and down the latter thoroughfare, has already several fine buildings, probably, 
as a group, the best in Brisbane."4 With the great expansion of the city boundaries in 1925, 
the Brisbane city council was beginning to take a more active role in promoting good 
building design, and in September of that year it rejected a plan for a subdivision in Eagle 
Street, insisting that no subdivision should have a street frontage of less than 20 feet (6 
metres) in the business area, to avoid "the detrimental effect upon the architectural 
development of the city which was likely to be caused by a reduction below that dimension."5 
 
The boom years of the mid-1920s, just before the crash of 1929 and the onset of the Great 
Depression, saw the final surge in the pre-war architectural development of Eagle Street. This 
began with significant extensions to the Queensland Trustees building (E1), carried out in 
1924-26 to a design of Hall & Devereux. It was a safe, Classical composition which was 
sympathetic to Sulman's Mannerist design for the original building. Strictly speaking the 
extension does not belong to the architectural history of Eagle Street, as it extended down 
Queen Street to the Customs House. It replaced the much smaller (but architecturally more 
interesting) Customs Chambers, a building from 1910 designed by Robin Dods for Dr Lilian 
Cooper. 
 
In 1922 the city council condemned two old galvanised iron workshops on the western side 
of Eagle Street, which belonged to James Hipwood, who had been mayor of Brisbane in the 
1880s. This freed up valuable land which was soon utilised by two insurance companies to 
simultaneously erect matching buildings. The Royal Exchange Building (W3) and the 
                                                 
4 Daily Mail (Brisbane), 14 October 1924, p.14. 
5 Telegraph (Brisbane), 1 September 1925, city edition, p.3. 
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Alliance Assurance Building (W2) were both erected in 1926-28, and were designed by 
another "southern architect," namely Joseph Kethel of Sydney. They were of six storeys (plus 
basement) and shared a light well along their common boundary. The façade was quite 
ornate, with granite facing at the lower level and sandstone above, in the Commercial Palazzo 
style.  
 
Alliance Assurance and Royal Exchange Buildings  (1926-28, Joseph Kethel, W2 and W3) 
 
 
Wool Exchange  (1928-29, architect unknown, E14) 
 
The export of wool had long been a mainstay of the port of Brisbane, and the Brisbane Wool 
Exchange had been housed in various premises in Eagle Street, including the Commercial 
Union building and Parbury House. A Wool Exchange building was finally erected in 1928-
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29 (E14) for the New Zealand Loan and Mercantile Agency and Goldsborough Mort. The 
architect of this large six-storey building has not been identified. The brickwork was faced 
with trachyte at the base and rendered above. The design is perhaps best described as 
Stripped Classical.  
 
The last of the pre-war buildings of Eagle Street was a veritable skyscraper, at least by 
Brisbane standards. This was the seven-storey building for the Orient Steam Navigation 
Company (1928-30, E8), which replaced the quaint little late-Victorian terrace of offices for 
which John Beauchamp Nicholson had been responsible. The new building was designed by 
another Sydney firm, Spain and Cosh, in a Free Classical style, with giant Ionic columns 
spanning three floors of the façade. The lofty sandstone exterior, topped by a bronze dome 
and lantern, made this the most distinctive building in Eagle Street.  
 
 
Orient Steam Navigation Company Building  (1928-30, Spain and Cosh, E8) 
To the left is the Colonial Sugar Refining Co. building (1883, James Cowlishaw, E7) 
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During the Great Depression, building activity almost ground to a standstill in Brisbane. By 
1932 the recovery had begun, but there was no further significant building activity in Eagle 
Street during the 1930s. Perhaps the reason for this was simply a lack of suitable building 
sites, although the suppressed level of commercial activity may also have played a role. After 
the Second World War broke out in September 1939, private construction work again 
declined, and it was banned altogether from 1942. 
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3: POST-WAR 
 
 
Although this study is focused on the pre-war architecture of Eagle Street, it will be helpful to 
look briefly at post-war developments, to see what became of the street's fine architectural 
heritage. 
 
As the war was drawing to a close in 1945, building activity in Brisbane revived 
significantly. However the priorities were housing, factories, schools and hospitals, and it was 
virtually impossible to obtain permission to erect office buildings until building restrictions 
were removed in 1952. Even after that date, a severe shortage of building materials 
(especially steel) limited large construction projects.  
 
The war had given a significant boost to the downstream movement of the port of Brisbane, 
and this was a trend which was now unstoppable. After the war, Hamilton would for a long 
time be the heart of Brisbane's wharf district, but even Hamilton would eventually be 
supplanted by the development of the new port at the river mouth, on Fisherman Island, 
where construction work began in 1977. By the 1960s the Eagle Street wharves, although still 
in use, had largely become carparks. By the 1980s wharfage activity had ceased altogether, 
but the wharves still represented valuable real estate as parking spaces. However the 
development of the Riverside Centre (completed in 1987) showed that there were much more 
effective ways of utilising the river bank, and by 1991 the wharves had all been demolished. 
 
As early as 1947 the city council had rezoned areas of the central business district, adjacent to 
the river and the Botanic Gardens, from "light industrial" to "general business," arguing that 
"The present zoning is considered a bad feature of river frontage development within the 
city."1 The existing light industries in the area were allowed to remain, but without the 
possibility of expansion their future was obviously limited, and the character of this part of 
Brisbane slowly began to change. 
 
In Eagle Street itself a long-standing concentration of insurance firms suggested that this was 
an area of the city which could develop as a financial hub, to compensate for the 
disappearance of the wharves. Typical of the transition was the remodelling of the Paul & 
Gray ship's chandlery (W5 and W6) into premises for Eagle Star Insurance, to designs 
prepared by the architects Mould and McMinn in 1957. A more significant development soon 
followed, with the demolition of Harper's Buildings (E12) to erect the new twelve-storey 
Winchcombe Carson building. 
 
The transformation of Eagle Street accelerated rapidly after the election of the new lord 
mayor of Brisbane, Clem Jones, in April 1961. Jones was keen to see new and larger 
                                                 
1 Telegraph (Brisbane), 16 July 1947, city final edition, p.1. 
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buildings erected in the city, and he quickly abolished the old building ordinances and their 
height restrictions. This made it possible to construct real skyscrapers, and the first two were 
erected in Eagle Street. On the triangular block formed by Eagle Street, Eagle Lane and 
Queen Street (W11, W12 and W13) the old nineteenth century buildings were razed to erect 
the fifteen-storey Pearl Assurance Building (Prangley and Crofts, 1965). On the other side of 
the street, the grand old lady of Eagle Street, the Thomas Brown & Sons building (E5), was 
unceremoniously demolished to make way for Eagle Towers (Peddle, Thorp and Walker, 
1965-66), the first Brisbane building to exceed 200 feet (61 metres) in height. 
 
 
Eagle Street, 1965 
The two new skyscrapers under construction are Eagle Towers (front) and Pearl Assurance (rear) 
 
The way forward was now clear to the developers. There was no heritage-conservation 
legislation in Queensland, under the ultra-conservative, pro-development National Party 
government led by Joh Bjelke-Petersen. By the time when Harry Seidler's Riverside Centre 
was completed in 1987, not a single pre-1965 building remained in Eagle Street. A rich part 
of Brisbane's built heritage was gone forever. 
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SECTION B: THE BUILDINGS OF EAGLE STREET IN 1939 
 
For the locations of the buildings, see the Key Map 
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E1.  QUEENSLAND TRUSTEES BUILDING 
 
Address:  183 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. (and 395-397 Queen Street) 
Built: 1886-88 
Other Names: Mutual Life Association of Australasia (1888-1908); Gordon Chambers 
(1888-early 1900s); MLA Chambers (early 1900s); Australian Mercantile Land and Finance 
Corporation (1908-1913) 
Architect: John Sulman 
Builder: George Gazzard 
Status: Demolished about 1982 
References:  
 Brisbane Courier, 28 July 1888, p.8. 
 Plans of 1914-15 alterations in Hall and Dods Collection, John Oxley Library, State 
Library of Queensland, collection 27671. 
 Brisbane Courier, 15 May 1915, p.13. 
 Brisbane Courier, 27 July 1926, p.15. 
 Building (Sydney), 11 December 1926, p.161. 
 Robert Riddel, "R.S. (Robin) Dods, 1868-1920: The Life and Work of a Significant 
Australian Architect," (PhD thesis, University of Queensland, 2008), vol.2, p.661-3. 
 
 
About 1909 
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The Mutual Life Association of Australasia (more commonly known as the National Mutual 
Life Association of Australasia) was an insurance company which had been founded in 
Melbourne in 1869. It had developed rapidly and an agency was soon established in Brisbane. 
By 1885 the directors felt the need to erect substantial premises in Brisbane and they acquired 
an allotment in Queen Street at Petrie Bight, at a prominent, but awkward, corner where the 
eastern side of Eagle Street met Queen Street, forming an obtuse angle. The street frontage 
was about 13 metres in length. 
 
It was a common practice for large insurance companies to select an architect who would be 
responsible for all the company's buildings, and the Mutual Life Association had formed such 
a relationship with John Sulman (1849-1934), a British architect of established reputation 
who had emigrated to Sydney in 1885 for the sake of his wife's health. Sulman would become 
one of the most prominent architects in Australia, and in his early years in the country he 
designed new buildings for the Mutual Life Association, almost simultaneously, in Adelaide, 
Sydney and Brisbane. 
 
Sulman was an eclectic who drew upon many traditions in the designs which he produced 
over the course of his long career. In the Mutual Life building, the elements of the façade 
(executed in Pyrmont sandstone) are mostly standard Renaissance features, such as the 
rusticated ground floor with its oculus windows, the giant attached Corinthian columns which 
span the two upper floors, the pedimented windows on the second level, and the Italian 
balustrades on the second level and parapet. However the undulating façade (partly a 
response to the awkward street alignment) and the "lemon-squeezer" dome are unusual, 
giving the whole composition a somewhat Mannerist appearance. 
 
The doorway on the right-hand side gave access to the insurance chamber, with a coffered 
plaster ceiling, patterned marble floor and fittings in polished cedar. The left-hand doorway 
gave access to the offices on the upper floors, which were available for letting. In an era 
before intercoms, there were speaking-tubes in the lobby which could be used to 
communicate with the offices upstairs. There was a light-well, apparently in the centre of the 
building. 
 
It had become traditional for insurance companies to add a uniform symbolic statuary group 
to all of their buildings, as a form of "branding." For the Mutual Life, this took the form of a 
man rescuing a woman and child from a ferocious animal, with the Latin motto Praevisa 
mala pereunt ("Foreseen evils perish"). The two-metre high sculpture in Carrara marble was 
imported from Italy and installed in February 1889. 
 
In 1913 the building was purchased by Queensland Trustees Limited, who commissioned the 
Brisbane architects Hall and Dods to design extensive renovations. This firm was the 
partnership of Francis Richard Hall (1863-1939), who had worked on buildings in Eagle 
Street for his architect father, John Richard Hall, since the 1870s, and the prodigiously 
talented Robin Dods (1868-1920), but it is uncertain that Dods had any involvement in this 
project. The whole internal structure was removed and it was replaced using the new 
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technology of reinforced concrete to create a fire-resistant building. A basement was 
excavated into solid rock to create safe deposit vaults, which had an entrance door weighing 
three tons. The light-well was moved to the northern wall, behind the stairwell, which must 
have necessitated artificial lighting on the southern side of each floor. An electric lift was a 
welcome innovation. On the ground floor the public area had marbled floors and panelled 
walls of silky oak, and on the first floor the board room and manager's office at the rear 
(overlooking the river) were also panelled. A caretaker's flat was constructed on the roof. The 
contractors were Hall & Mayer. 
 
An interesting feature of the design of this renovation was that it took seriously the rear 
elevation to the river, something which most previous architects working in Eagle Street had 
failed to do. A decorative parapet was incorporated, carrying the name of the firm, and 
balconies were added on the first floor, opening off the manager's office and board room. 
 
 
Cross-section of 1914-15 renovation  (Hall and Dods) 
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In 1924-26 this building was significantly extended to the north, along Queen Street, to the 
boundary of the Customs House, doubling the length of the street frontage. The extensions 
were again designed by Francis Hall, this time in partnership with Walter Alan Devereux 
(1899-1977). The architects adopted a Free Classical style which was very sensitive to the 
original building, maintaining its horizontal lines and copying some of its motifs, as in the 
giant attached Corinthian columns of the Queen Street elevation. The statuary group was 
moved to the parapet of the extension. The easement to the wharf behind the building was 
maintained by inserting a wide covered carriageway on the left of the extension. The façade 
was faced in Helidon freestone.  
 
The ground floor was occupied by the Orient Line, a shipping company who were opening 
their first office in Brisbane. The marbled vestibule led to an office chamber with tall 
windows with reddish marble architraves and yellow marble cornices above; the walls had a 
panelled dado and the counter was also panelled, all in polished maple. The upper floors were 
all occupied by Queensland Trustees and were lit by windows on three sides. The extension 
was of four storeys, so an additional storey was added to the old building to match, and this 
involved raising the dome. The builder was Arthur Midson. 
 
 
1924-26 extension  (Hall and Devereux) 
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In the 1960s Queensland Trustees added an extra floor to the old building, and replaced the 
dome with a semi-circular balcony. The kindest description of the result would be 
"unsympathetic." The building was demolished about 1982. 
 
 
1973, showing added floor 
 
 
Earlier History of This Site 
 
There is no evidence of any substantial earlier building on Eagle Street at this address.  
 
The area behind, on the river bank, was part of the holding of John Richardson, who was 
responsible for the first wharf development in Eagle Street. The history of his holding is 
discussed under building E3. 
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E2.  STEAMSHIP BUILDINGS (ADELAIDE STEAMSHIP CO.) 
 
Address:  175-181 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1911-13 
Other Names: English, Scottish and Australian Bank (1913-21); ES&A Bank Chambers 
(1913-21); National Bank of Australasia (before 1984). 
Architect: Lange L. Powell (of Chambers and Powell) 
Builder: John Cockburn 
Status: Demolished 1984 
References: 
Salon (Sydney), December 1913, p.331-335. 
Plans in Lund, Hutton, Ryan, Morton Collection, Fryer Library, University of 
Queensland, UQFL211, job no.11. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 11 October 1921, p.5. 
 
 
1913 
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The English, Scottish and Australian Bank had been founded in London in 1852 and it 
opened its first Australian branch in Sydney in 1853. It had long been established in Brisbane 
when it acquired the freehold of one of the few remaining vacant lots in Eagle Street in 1910, 
with the intention of establishing its main office for Queensland there. 
 
The commission for designing the new building was given to Claude W. Chambers, one of 
the leading architects in the city, and one who particularly specialised in commercial work. 
Chambers had recently taken into partnership the young Lange Powell (1886-1938), who had 
just returned from two years spent working and travelling in Britain. Prior to that, Powell had 
worked for Chambers for four years, so he was no novice, and the senior partner entrusted the 
task of designing the new bank to his young colleague. Powell embraced the challenge 
wholeheartedly, and those who knew him would later say that this was one of his favourite 
projects. 
 
Banks expected their architects to develop a design which expressed the security and tradition 
of the institution, and Classical precedents were highly favoured. Powell's design for the 
ES&A Bank was essentially Renaissance, in five narrow bays which had a total length of 13 
metres, with a depth of 27 metres. The brick structure was faced with quarry-faced Bowral 
trachyte at the ground level, and with Pyrmont sandstone above. The second and third levels 
were spanned by Ionic columns, supporting a heavy entablature. Above this was another 
floor, and finally a high parapet. The two doors at ground level stood beneath circular 
windows with elaborately carved surrounds, which suggested the influence of the Edwardian 
Baroque Revival, which Powell had admired during his time in England. 
 
The interior was particularly lavish. The right-hand doorway gave access to a marble-lined 
vestibule, which led through large swing-doors of silky oak into the banking chamber. This 
lofty room was paved in marble, with its walls and pillars cased in marble panels, rising to 
beamed plaster ceilings. Powell designed all the silky oak furnishings, including the counter 
in the main chamber with copper panels bearing the seal of the bank. He even designed the 
light fittings (in bronze and crystal). The left-hand doorway led into the lift lobby, where an 
electric elevator provided access to the offices on the upper floors. Two light wells towards 
the rear of the building rose from the skylights above the banking chamber, while the 
basement was partly lit by prismatic glass to the street pavement at the front and to the yard at 
the rear. 
 
Cross-section through banking chamber 
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The Sydney magazine The Salon described this building as "the most important addition for 
some time past to the semi-public buildings of the capital."1 It was an ideal project for a 
talented young architect and firmly established Powell's reputation.  
 
 
Banking chamber 
 
   
               Entrance to banking chamber                             Front doorway 
               Carving by William Priestly MacIntosh 
                                                 
1 Salon (Sydney), December 1913, p.332. 
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Cross-section through lift lobby 
 
This impressive building did not long remain in the possession of the ES&A Bank. In 1921 
they absorbed the London Bank of Australia, which already had fine premises closer to the 
heart of the city, on the corner of Queen and Creek Streets, and that became the new ES&A 
Brisbane branch. In 1922 the Adelaide Steamship Company purchased the Eagle Street 
building and renamed it Steamship House. They remodelled the ground floor, but much of the 
original detail survived. In fact it survived until 1983, when the building was again 
functioning as a bank, this time as a branch of the National Bank of Australasia. It was one of 
the last pre-war buildings surviving in Eagle Street when it was demolished in 1984. 
 
 
Awaiting demolition, 1984 
The adjacent skyscrapers are Eagle Plaza (Peddle Thorp and Harvey, 1970-
71), and beyond that, Eagle Towers (Peddle, Thorp and Walker, 1965-66). 
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Earlier History of This Site 
 
There is no evidence of any substantial earlier building on Eagle Street at this address.  
 
The area behind, on the river bank, was part of the holding of John Richardson, who was 
responsible for the first wharf development in Eagle Street. The history of his holding is 
discussed under building E3. 
 
There were reports in June 1886 that the architects John Hall and Son had prepared plans and 
specifications for a four-storey brick warehouse building in Eagle Street for Gibbs, Bright & 
Co., who by that time owned the land and wharves at the rear of the buildings north of D.L. 
Brown & Co. The proposed building was probably intended for this site, but it was never 
built. 
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E3.  COMMERCIAL UNION CHAMBERS (COMMERCIAL UNION 
ASSURANCE COMPANY) 
 
Address:  169-173 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1900-3 
Architect: Addison & Corrie 
Builder: Andrew Gillespie 
Status: Demolished about 1970 
References: 
Queenslander, 4 April 1903, p.758. 
Brisbane Courier, 26 September 1903, p.11. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 7 June 1909, second edition, p.6. 
Courier-Mail, 31 August 1934, p.23. 
 
   
    About 1909       Façade detail 1913 
 
The Commercial Union Assurance Company was founded in London in 1861. It established 
an agency in Brisbane in 1876, and in 1883 set up offices near the corner of Queen and Eagle 
Streets (in building W12). In 1893 the company moved to offices on the corner of Adelaide 
and Creek Streets, and late in 1900 it purchased a vacant block of land in Eagle Street, with a 
59 
 
street-frontage of about 15 metres. The block included an easement of about four metres 
wide, which gave access to the Gibbs, Bright & Company wharf on the river at the rear, and 
this had to be incorporated into the design of the large new office building which the 
company was planning to erect. 
 
Architects for this project were George Henry Male Addison (1857-1922), who had 
established a very successful practice in Brisbane during the previous fourteen years, and his 
partner, Leslie Gordon Corrie (1859-1918), who had come to Brisbane at about the same time 
as Addison, although the two had been in partnership only since 1898.  
 
The building was of four storeys, with a basement. It was executed in red brick with cement 
dressings, using Helidon freestone as a base, apparently with local porphyry below that. The 
façade was a Mannerist mixture of Renaissance details, with Palladian windows, Diocletian 
windows, Ionic columns and colonettes, Italian balustrades, window pediments, friezes, etc. 
The dray entrance to the wharves was inserted on the right-hand side of the ground floor. 
 
The most interesting aspect of the façade was apparently the parapet. This was modelled by 
the local sculptor, James Laurence Watts (1849-1925), and contemporary reports tell us that 
it  
represents a new departure, inasmuch as local foliage has been adopted as a motif. The 
ornament in the tympanum of the main pediment is exceptionally satisfactory, and is an 
arrangement of the staghorn fern in contrast with the banana leaf and flower. Below this is 
modelled the coat-of-arms of the company, surmounted with an artistic treatment of the 
flowering gum.1  
 
The use of Australian flora as a decorative architectural motif had been developing in the 
southern states during the previous decade, but it was certainly still a novelty in Brisbane. 
 
 
Wool exchange, about 1915 
                                                 
1 Queenslander, 4 April 1903, p.758. 
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An elevator was supplied to access the offices on the upper floors, which were available for 
letting. On the third floor was the large saleroom of the Wool and Produce Exchange. This 
was extended in 1909, under the supervision of Leslie Corrie, to raise the roof and provide a 
crescent of raked seating. The cool, easterly aspect of the sales room, which benefited from 
the breezes off the river, attracted favourable notice. 
 
Earlier History of This Site 
 
At the time when the Commercial Union building was being constructed, the river bank and 
wharves behind it had recently been purchased by Thomas Brown & Sons from Gibbs, Bright 
& Co., who had developed new wharves across the river at Kangaroo Point. This was the 
oldest section of the Eagle Street wharves, so its history is of particular interest. 
 
When land was first offered for sale on the eastern side of Eagle Street, the allotment 
immediately upstream from the Customs House was purchased by the Brisbane merchant, 
John Richardson. In July 1851 it was reported that he was erecting a waterside store and 
extensive buildings there. Richardson seems to have also acquired the two adjoining 
allotments upstream, which were originally purchased by George Raff, who in turn would 
establish his own wharf and stores a little further upstream. 
 
In May 1852 it was reported that Richardson's wharf had about a hundred feet frontage (30 
metres) to the river, so it clearly extended over more than one allotment, as the allotments 
each had a 66 foot frontage (or less) to Eagle Street. The store which Richardson had erected 
was brick, of two storeys, about 18 metres by 11 metres. There was also a substantial bonded 
store on the wharf. It was reported that "The whole buildings and arrangements are far 
superior to any thing of the kind before existing in these districts."2 
 
 
Detail from Ham map, 1863 
 
                                                 
2 Moreton Bay Courier, 15 May 1852, p.2. 
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When the firm of Christopher Newton, Brothers & Company established themselves at 
Brisbane in 1859, they took over Richardson's Wharf and stores, which soon became known 
as Newton's Wharf and stores. The Ham map of 1863 shows Newton's Wharf as occupying 
the three allotments immediately south of the Customs House, corresponding to buildings E1, 
E2 and E3. 
 
The Newton firm moved to a large new warehouse on Eagle Street (E5) early in 1865, and in 
April 1865 Bright Brothers took over Newton's store and wharf. In May 1881 Bright Brothers 
adopted the name, Gibbs, Bright & Co. A photo of the wharves from about 1882 shows the 
large two-storey Gibbs, Bright stores, and this is probably the original Richardson warehouse 
from 1851-52. It was located on the allotment corresponding to building E3. 
 
 
Northern end of the Eagle Street wharves, about 1882 
The two-storey gabled building (left of centre) is the Gibbs, Bright store, and probably also the 
original Richardson warehouse (1851-52). The one-storey Customs House is on the far right. 
 
The McKellar map of 1895 indicates that the wharf, which adjoins the three allotments 
upstream from the Customs House, was then the Gibbs, Bright & Company wharf. By 1900 it 
was derelict, and it was sold to Thomas Brown & Sons, who owned the wharves to the south. 
Thus the whole line of wharf from the rear of the Brown building to the Customs House 
became the Thomas Brown wharf. By 1910 the Brown company had leased their wharves to 
the AUSN Company, who thus gained control of all the wharves from the Customs House to 
Margaret Street. 
 
Detail from McKellar map, 1895
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E4.  NATIONAL BANK OF AUSTRALASIA / LONDON ASSURANCE / 
THOMAS BROWN & SONS 
 
Address:  159-167 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1882-83 
Other Names: Barker & Co. (1882-88); part of D.L. Brown & Co. (1888-98); part of 
Thomas Brown & Sons (after 1898); Gibbs, Bright & Co. (about 1890-1907). 
Architect: John R. Hall 
Builder: Arthur Midson 
Status: Demolished about 1970 
References: 
Queenslander, 21 April 1883, p.620. 
Brisbane Courier, 2 February 1889, p.5. 
Daily Standard, 23 March 1920, p.4. 
Courier-Mail, 20 June 1938, p.11. 
 
 
1884 
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Perspective drawing 1882 
 
In October 1881 the Brisbane architect John Richard Hall (1835-1883) called for tenders for 
two stone and brick warehouses in Eagle Street for the merchants Barker & Co. When one 
looks at the architect's perspective drawing for this building, it is not immediately obvious 
why it was described as being two warehouses, but the explanation lies in the central 
carriageway, which gave access to Barker's wharf on the river at the rear. Photos taken from 
the rear reveal that, behind the façade, there were indeed two buildings, and that the southern 
building (i.e. the right-hand side, when viewed from the street) was wider than the northern 
building, and it incorporated the carriageway. The street frontage was one chain in length 
(about 20 metres). 
 
During construction, the firm of D.L. Brown & Co., who occupied two allotments 
immediately to the south, purchased the Barker allotment. They were apparently keen to gain 
access to its wharf, but Barker & Company were still able to occupy the new building, as 
lessees. The design of the Barker warehouse was modified to harmonise with the Brown 
warehouse, and an extra floor added, so that the building finally erected was of three storeys, 
with a basement. It was built of brick on a stone foundation. The design of the façade is 
conventionally Classical, executed in stucco, with imitation pilasters and capitals, and an 
openwork parapet with a modest pediment. One side of the ground floor housed offices, and 
the other side a bonded store. The other levels were warehouse space.  
 
The disastrous fire of 18 September 1888, which destroyed the adjacent D.L. Brown building, 
caused considerable damage to the Barker warehouse. A parapet wall separating the two 
buildings impeded the spread of the fire, and it was noted that the wooden beams in the 
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Barker building withstood the fire better than the iron columns and girders in the D.L. Brown 
building, in another tribute to the remarkable durability of Australian hardwood. 
 
D.L. Brown & Company quickly commissioned the architect Francis Drummond Greville 
Stanley (1839-1897) to draw up plans for the rebuilding of their warehouse, and as part of 
that project the damage to the Barker warehouse was repaired, and an extra storey was added. 
The work was carried out by J. Moffat & Co.  
 
The building was thereafter fully integrated into the Brown complex, but a variety of tenants 
occupied premises on the ground floor. Gibbs, Bright leased the left-hand side for many 
years, from about 1890 to 1906. In 1920 Lange Powell remodelled these premises to create 
the first Queensland branch of the National Bank of Australasia, which remained there until 
after the Second World War. In 1938 Chambers and Ford remodelled the offices on the right-
hand side for the London Assurance Company, with joinery of Queensland walnut. 
 
 
Left side remodelled for National Bank of Australasia 
(1920, Lange L. Powell) 
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Earlier History of This Site 
 
In early 1864 the merchant Henry Serle Grenfell occupied the allotment immediately 
upstream from what had been known as Newton's Wharf, and would soon become known as 
the Bright & Company wharf (E3). Shortly afterwards he became insolvent, and when the 
property was advertised for sale early in 1866, it was described as having a large store and 
warehouse facing Eagle Street, adjoining which was a large gateway leading to a wharf.1  
 
 
Eagle Street frontage, 1872 
 
These are probably the buildings which can be seen in a photo from 1872. The property was 
purchased in 1866 by the merchants, Barker & Company, and the photo of the Eagle Street 
frontage of their allotment shows a modest one-storey weatherboard building, with a timber 
parapet to conceal the hipped iron roof. This building stood on the north side of the laneway 
which led from the street down to the wharf. On the south side of the laneway was a two-
storey timber building, and beyond it one can see the massive stone side wall of "Newton's 
Folly" (E5), which had recently become the D.L. Brown premises. In January 1882 the 
architect John R. Hall, who was supervising the construction of the new Barker warehouse, 
called for tenders for the sale of "materials of two large hardwood stores in Eagle Street, at 
present occupied by Messrs Barker & Co.,"2 which were the buildings depicted in the 1872 
photo. 
 
In 1873 Barker & Company commissioned the architect John R. Hall to extend their wharf. 
The two two-storey brick stores near the wharf, which survived until shortly after the Second 
World War, were probably built around this time. 
 
                                                 
1 Brisbane Courier, 10 February 1866, p.8. 
2 Brisbane Courier, 24 January 1882, p.3. 
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Old stores on Barker's Wharf, about 1930 
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E5.  THOMAS BROWN & SONS 
 
Address:  143-157 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1888-89 
Other Names: D.L. Brown & Co. (1888-98) 
Architect: F.D.G. Stanley 
Builder: William McCallum Park 
Status: Demolished about 1965 
References: 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 3 January 1889, p.5. 
Queenslander, 12 January 1889, p.82. 
Brisbane Courier, 2 December 1889, p.3. 
 
 
About 1902 
 
The fire which destroyed the large D.L. Brown warehouse in Eagle Street in the early hours 
of 18 September 1888 was one of the largest fires ever seen in Brisbane. The heat generated 
was felt on the other side of the river in Main Street at Kangaroo Point, and in the following 
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days charred invoices were found as far away as Spring Hill. The company quickly moved to 
replace the building, and the architect Francis Drummond Greville Stanley (1839-1897) was 
commissioned to erect a new building, and to repair the damage to the adjacent Barker 
warehouse (E4), which also belonged to D.L. Brown & Company. By the end of 1888 a 
tender for the work had been accepted, and it was completed in record time before the end of 
1889. 
 
 
Perspective drawing of the new building, 1888 
On the left is the extended Barker warehouse (E4). The low buildings 
on the right are on the Parbury property (formerly Raff's Wharf). 
 
The import-export business of the Brown firm was extensive, and they also had interests in 
other areas, such as garment manufacture. A building large enough to support these activities 
had to be on a scale rarely seen in Brisbane, and the new Brown warehouse was for more 
than seventy years the dominant building in Eagle Street. A journalist in 1911 referred to it as 
"the big Eagle Street caravanserai."1 Nonetheless, the architectural treatment of the façade 
was quite restrained, as befitted the down-to-earth, wholesale function of the building. The 
stuccoed front had standard Renaissance features, such as pilasters with foliated capitals and 
banded rustication on the ground floor. The central bay was emphasised, with a doorway 
three metres wide, topped by a swan-neck pediment, and at the top of this bay was another 
such pediment above the firm's crest, all of it surmounted by the figure of a lion. 
 
The building occupied the full two chains (40 metres) of the frontage of the two allotments 
owned by D.L. Brown and Co., and it extended back more than 50 metres, almost to the 
wharf. There were four storeys and a basement, and the foundations were of concrete, the 
walls of brick, and the floors of wood, supported by iron columns. There was a large light-
                                                 
1 Truth (Brisbane), 9 April 1911, p.4. 
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area on the southern side, through which the cobbled carriageway passed, leading from the 
dray entrance on the right-hand side of the frontage to the wharves at the rear. Hydraulic 
goods and passenger lifts were provided. The roof ridges had lantern tops with louvres and 
there were ventilation flues in the walls. Internally, the most decorative areas were the 
vestibule (paved in black and white marble) and the offices screened by cedar joinery and 
glass panels. 
 
Doorway 1917 
 
 
View from the river, about 1900 
The Parbury Wharf (formerly Raff's Wharf) is on the left 
 
A journalist commented on one of the more interesting features of this building: "in addition 
to presenting a magnificent appearance on the Eagle Street frontage [it] will have a river 
frontage of equal, if not superior attractiveness."2 
 
                                                 
2 The Week (Brisbane), 5 January 1889, p.13. 
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The fate of the previous building naturally exercised considerable influence on the design. A 
fireproof wall, running parallel to Eagle Street, divided the building into two equal sections. 
Automatic sprinklers were connected to a water cistern on the roof, and in 1890 this building 
became the first in Brisbane to install Grinnell automatic sprinklers, which were fed by both 
the reticulated water and the roof cistern. There were 1,200 sprinklers throughout the 
building. 
 
In 1898 the company changed its name to Thomas Brown & Sons. In 1900 they acquired the 
Gibbs, Bright wharves, which lined the river north of the Thomas Brown wharf, as far as the 
Customs House. This also gave Thomas Brown control of the land behind the buildings 
which fronted Eagle Street to the north of the Brown building (E1 to E4), and by 1947 a large 
two-storey building occupied most of this area. 
 
Earlier History of This Site 
 
When the two allotments on which the Brown warehouse later stood were offered for sale in 
May 1857, they were described as: 
 
river side allotments in the immediate neighbourhood of the Custom House, between the 
highly improved business premises of Messrs G. Raff & Co, and Messrs J. Richardson & Co, 
adjoining the former … peculiarly adapted for shipping business, whilst the street frontage to 
Eagle-street, one of the nicest streets in the town, may be used for building purposes.3 
 
 
When the firm of Christopher Newton, Brothers & Company established themselves in 
Brisbane in 1859, they took over Richardson's Wharf and stores, which soon became known 
as Newton's Wharf and stores (see notes on building E3). They subsequently acquired the 
property under discussion here, and in 1864 they set about erecting a large new warehouse on 
Eagle Street. It was designed by James Cowlishaw (1834-1929), and the contractor was 
Charles Beauchamp. Richard Gailey senior, who would become a leading Brisbane architect, 
was the foreman and manager for the contractor. This large and impressive building (said to 
have been the largest store in Brisbane at the time) was over-ambitious, and the contractor 
went bankrupt, with claims for large sums in unpaid extras, which the architect refused to 
certify. Christopher Newton did not fare much better, and he had to suspend payments and 
close the business in 1867. 
 
We know little about the appearance of this building, which became known in Brisbane as 
"Newton's Folly." There are references to its suspension geometrical staircase, and its large 
rubble-masonry walls can be seen from the side and rear in contemporary photographs. It was 
apparently of three storeys. As subsequent extensions apparently conformed to the original 
plan, we can gain some idea from them of the initial design. The sheer size of this building 
made it the most suitable location in Brisbane for the ball given in 1868 for the visiting Duke 
                                                 
3 Moreton Bay Courier, 23 May 1857, p.1. 
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of Edinburgh, the second son of Queen Victoria. The firm of Scott, Dawson & Stewart leased 
it in 1868, and in 1871 it became the new premises of D.L. Brown & Co. 
 
 
Petrie Bight, around 1870 
"Newton's Folly" is the large building on the left 
 
David Laughland Brown (1839-1907) was sent to Brisbane in 1862 to establish a branch of 
the business of his elder brother, Thomas, a Glasgow draper. In 1864 he moved into one of a 
range of warehouses recently erected on the north side of Mary Street, near the Australasian 
Steam Navigation Company's wharf. As his firm of "warehousemen and importers of general 
drapery" flourished, he extended into a neighbouring warehouse, before moving to "Newton's 
Folly" in Eagle Street in July 1871. 
 
In 1873 the D.L. Brown warehouse was extended, to designs of James Cowlishaw, and with 
George Reading as contractor. The extension had a frontage of about eight metres and was of 
three storeys and a basement, following the design of the existing building. 
 
  
Front and rear views of first D.L. Brown warehouse ("Newton's Folly") 
After the 1873 extension 
 
The wharf behind the building was an essential part of the business. A report from 1882 
indicates that it then occupied the complete river frontage of the two allotments (about 40 
metres) and was being extended about ten metres into the river, to bring it into line with 
adjoining wharves. 
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The D.L. Brown warehouse was more than doubled in size by the extensions designed by 
F.D.G. Stanley, which were erected in 1883-84 by William Macfarlane. Stanley was assisted 
in this project by the young Claude Chambers, who would later become a leading Brisbane 
architect. The length of the frontage was doubled, to occupy the full extent of both 
allotments. The structure was of brick on stone foundations, with the façade stuccoed in 
cement. 
 
 The existing entrance porch was dismantled and re-inserted in the centre of the new building. 
A central tower rose to about 24 metres above the pavement; it had three louvred windows on 
each side and was topped by a pavilion roof with an ornamental railing around the flat top, 
which gave the building a rather Second Empire look. The ground floor and central bay were 
stuccoed in imitation of banded rustication. A bracketed cornice supported an openwork 
parapet. The main entrance had large doors in dark green, with gold panels, and the vehicle 
entry to the wharf was incorporated into the right-hand side, flanked with columns and fitted 
with wrought-iron gates. Internally, the counting house and offices were located on the right 
side of the entrance, with cedar fittings. 
 
 
Perspective drawing of the first D.L. Brown warehouse, after 1883-84 extension 
The Barker warehouse (E4), which was built at much the same time, is shown on the left 
 
The danger of fire was taken seriously, and there were several portable fire engines 
throughout the building, and a large pipe, connected to the water main, ran up the whole front 
of the building. However it was reported that the new building was supported by massive iron 
pillars in the cellar, and also that there were no internal partitions to the floors. Both these 
factors would ultimately prove disastrous. When a fire broke out in the packing room at the 
rear of the building, in the early hours of 18 September 1888, all the best efforts of the fire 
brigade were unable to save this large structure. 
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E6.  PARBURY HOUSE 
 
Address:  127-141 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1913-14 
Other Names: Scottish Union House (1948-1970s); Norwich House (1970s-1981) 
Architect: Robertson and Marks (Sydney); supervised by Chambers and Powell 
Builder: William Fraser 
Status: Demolished about 1982 
References: 
Brisbane Courier, 13 March 1913, p.6. 
Daily Standard, 31 October 1914, p.5. 
Brisbane Courier, 13 February 1915, p.6. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 7 July 1915, p.8. 
Original plans in Brisbane City Archives. 
Floorplans (wartime occupation) in National Archives of Australia, Brisbane Office, 
series J2774. 
Floorplan of typical upper floor (1946) in Conrad Gargett Collection, Fryer Library, 
University of Queensland, UQFL228, job no.279. 
 
 
Scottish Union House, 1949 
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By the beginning of the twentieth century, it was obvious that much of the large block of land 
in Eagle Street which belonged to Charles Parbury (and formerly to George Raff) was 
underutilised. Nonetheless it was not until after the retirement of Parbury in 1911, when his 
properties were transferred to a new company called Parbury Estates Ltd, that steps were 
taken to replace the old buildings at the northern end of the Parbury holding with a large 
block of modern offices. 
 
The task of designing this building was entrusted to the Sydney firm of Robertson and Marks, 
and supervision was in the hands of the local firm of Chambers and Powell. The partnership 
of Robertson and Marks had been formed in 1892, and it had established a successful practice 
in the design of warehouses and office buildings. Scott Robertson has said of this firm that 
 
Their major commercial buildings in the early years of the [twentieth] century were bold 
Federation warehouses with Romanesque arches … The arches gave way to a simple 
rectilinear, trabeated façade treatment in later warehouses and offices …1 
 
This transition is clearly visible in Parbury House. It rose from a solid base-course of 
trachyte, through five floors of double-pressed face brick with stone dressings. The horizontal 
and vertical lines were mostly sharp and straight, but the two end bays rose to large moulded 
and dentilled semi-circular arches, reminiscent of the American Romanesque, and these were 
surmounted by curvilinear gables, which added a Baroque touch. The Baroque theme was 
picked up by the elaborate door-hood, above which a bay of bow windows rose to a parapet 
decorated with an ornamental crest. It was an interesting composition, with sharp, clean 
modern lines offset by traditional motifs. 
 
 
Perspective drawing 
                                                 
1 Scott Robertson, "Robertson & Marks," in Philip Goad and Julie Willis, eds, The Encyclopedia of Australian 
Architecture (Port Melbourne: Cambridge University Press, 2012), p.599. 
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Parbury House was a large building, with a frontage of about 28 metres and a depth of over 
40 metres, which took it well back towards the wharf at the rear. Access to the wharf was 
provided by a lane on the southern side, which also provided light and air to the offices on 
that side of the building. The internal structure was of steel and concrete, with concrete 
floors. The ground floor was intended as prestige office space and the treatment here was 
lavish, with the staircase and vestibule finished in marble, and the ceilings in decorative 
plasterwork. The building was essentially of two wings, one behind the other, separated by a 
generous light area which was interrupted only by the centrally-placed combined lift-well and 
stairwell. There were strong-rooms on each floor. To light the basement, prismatic glass was 
set into the pavement. This practice had been banned in Brisbane, but the Council agreed to 
rescind the prohibition, and prismatic lights soon became a common feature of the city's 
streets.  
 
The local supervising architects, Chambers and Powell, undertook much of the internal fit-out 
of the building. The offices on the right-hand side of the ground floor, for the shipping firm 
Howard Smith Ltd, were said to have been "on a lavish scale,"2 with fittings and furnishings 
of silky oak, and modern luxuries such as electric light and electric fans. A wool sales room 
was inserted on the third floor at the rear, with a high coved ceiling, silky oak furnishings, 
and an outlook over the river. 
 
 
Wool sales room, 1928 
 
A new Wool Exchange was opened further down Eagle Street in 1929 (E14), so in 1931 the 
sales room in Parbury House was converted into offices, apparently at two levels, taking 
advantage of the lofty dimensions of the space. Atkinson, Powell and Conrad were the 
architects responsible. 
 
                                                 
2 Brisbane Courier, 13 February 1915, p.6. 
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During the Second World War, Parbury House was taken over by the Commonwealth 
government and used as offices for the Rationing Commissioner, and other agencies. In 1948 
it was purchased by the Scottish Union and National Insurance Co. and was renamed Scottish 
Union House. 
 
 
Original ground-floor plan 
 
Earlier History of This Site 
 
George Raff (1815-1889) was a key figure in the early history of Eagle Street and its 
wharves. Born in Scotland, he had worked in Sydney and Gippsland before coming to 
Brisbane. In April 1851 it was announced that George Raff & Company had established 
stores at the wharf in Eagle Street. Early in 1852 Raff acquired the two allotments of land 
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immediately upstream from Richardson, but it was apparently Richardson who developed a 
wharf on the river frontage there, not Raff (see notes on building E3). 
 
Instead Raff moved about a hundred metres further upstream, where in 1853 he purchased an 
allotment originally acquired by John McConnell, which was (roughly speaking) the site on 
which Parbury House would later be erected. Raff also purchased the three allotments 
upstream from McConnell, giving him a holding with a frontage of about 80 metres, both to 
the river and to Eagle Street. This was the site which would become Raff's Wharf, and later 
the Parbury holding. The 1863 Ham map shows Raff's Wharf extending along the full river 
frontage of the four allotments. 
 
Detail from 1863 Ham map 
 
In the early years Raff's property was not devoted solely to commercial activities. In May 
1858 he was advertising two cottages to let in Eagle Street. One of them was called Moreton 
Cottage and it was leased for some years by the Supreme Court judge, Alfred Lutwyche. 
 
 
Raff's Wharf, about 1880 
The two-storey gabled building in the far distance is the former Queensland 
Steam Navigation Company office (1864, James Cowlishaw) 
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In 1835 Frederick Parbury and William Lamb had founded the shipping firm Parbury, Lamb 
& Company in Sydney, and in 1873 they established a branch office on the wharves at South 
Brisbane. In 1883 they united with George Raff to form a new firm, Parbury, Lamb & Raff, 
which took over Raff's wharf, stores and offices in Eagle Street. This firm was wound up in 
1886, when Raff retired, but its assets were taken over by the revived firm of Parbury, Lamb 
& Co., which became Charles Parbury & Company in 1900. In 1911 Charles Parbury retired 
and the firm closed down, but its residual properties were managed by a new firm, Parbury 
Estates Ltd, which continued to manage the remaining properties in Eagle Street. The 
wharves had already been sold to the Australasian United Steamship Company, and the real 
estate would gradually be disposed of in the following years. 
 
A ground-plan of the Parbury holding in 1901 shows the layout of the property at that time: 
 
 
1901 block plan of Charles Parbury & Co., Eagle Street 
Prepared by the architects Hall & Dods (from Hall & Dods collection, State Library of Queensland) 
 
Parbury House was erected on the northern third of this property (the left-hand side of the 
plan). It replaced the three shops fronting the street, and the old stone warehouses behind, and 
it also swallowed up some of the lane leading from the old gateway down to the wharf, but a 
narrower laneway remained. In April 1912, Chambers and Powell, the local supervising 
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architects for the Parbury House project, tendered for the purchase and removal of the old 
stone warehouses, which must have been erected soon after Raff built the wharf in the 1850s. 
 
 
Raff's Wharf, about 1880 
Looking up the lane to the gate on Eagle Street. The warehouses on the 
right were demolished in 1912 to erect Parbury House. 
 
On the Eagle Street frontage, where Parbury House would stand, there was a row of three 
one-storey brick shops. These had been erected about 1885, and they survived the 1888 fire 
in the neighbouring D.L. Brown warehouse, almost unscathed, but they were demolished in 
1913 to make way for Parbury House. 
 
 
131-141 Eagle Street, about 1898 
Demolished in 1913 to erect Parbury House 
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E7.  COLONIAL SUGAR REFINING COMPANY 
 
Address:  121-125 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1883 
Other Names: Parbury, Lamb and Raff (1883-1886); Parbury, Lamb (1886-1900); Charles 
Parbury & Co. (1900-1911). 
Architect: James Cowlishaw 
Builder: William Macfarlane 
Status: Demolished about 1982 
References: 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 23 February 1883, p.3 [tender notice] 
Plans of ground floor (December 1916) in Colonial Sugar Refining Co. collection, 
John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland, collection 3213, barcode 74926705. 
 
 
Parbury, Lamb & Company offices, about 1896 
The German consulate was located in this building at that time 
 
The gateway in Eagle Street which led down to Raff's Wharf was a busy, and well-known 
corner of Brisbane's commercial district. It was here that the company of Parbury, Lamb and 
Raff, who were proprietors of the wharf and associated buildings, decided to erect a new two-
storey office building for themselves. It was erected in 1883 in stuccoed brick and designed 
by James Cowlishaw (1834-1929), who was responsible for many early buildings in Eagle 
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Street. It appears that the upper floor was intended for leasing, and newspaper advertisements 
have been located from 1885 and 1886 for companies with offices "over Parbury, Lamb & 
Co, Eagle Street." 
 
The design is typical of Cowlishaw's more decorative work, with standard Renaissance 
motifs, such as the stuccoed rustication at the ground level, the round-arched openings, the 
dentilled cornice, and the openwork parapet of knot-linked circles. A touch of local colour is 
provided by the balcony at the upper level, with its filigree metalwork. The building was not 
a large one; the frontage was about 13 metres and it extended back about 18 metres, with the 
wharf buildings behind. 
 
By 1901 the Colonial Sugar Refining Company (CSR) had established their offices on the 
ground floor, and Charles Parbury & Company were occupying the upper floor. In 1917 the 
architects Chambers & Powell refurbished the ground floor for CSR. This entailed closing off 
the central doorway so that the doorway on the right became the only entrance. The offices 
were remodelled and a strong-room was inserted in the basement. In 1926 CSR purchased the 
building from Parbury Estates, and soon afterwards the façade was modernised by removal of 
the metal balcony. 
 
 
1948 
 
Earlier History of This Site 
 
The history of the Raff and Parbury holdings is outlined in the notes to building E6. A photo 
from about 1880 shows a large, two-storey stone building on this corner, which was 
presumably demolished to erect the new offices. This must have been the "large commodious 
stores, lately occupied by Messrs. Webb Brothers" at the entrance to the wharf in Eagle 
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Street, which George Raff & Company were advertising for letting in 1866.1 Later that year 
W.J. Munce announced that he was moving to Eagle Street, to "the Stores lately occupied by 
Messrs. Webb Bros., adjoining the entrance to Raff's Wharf."2 
 
It seems a little surprising that so substantial a building would have simply been demolished, 
but no report has been located of its destruction by fire. The question arises as to whether the 
old structure was incorporated into the new one, but Cowlishaw's tender notice merely refers 
to "the erection of offices," and the city council surveyors later described this as a brick 
(rather than stone) building, so all the evidence suggests that the earlier building was indeed 
demolished. 
 
 
Eagle Street, about 1880 
The large gabled building at rear stands on the southern corner of the entrance to Raff's Wharf 
                                                 
1 Brisbane Courier, 12 April 1866, p.1. 
2 Brisbane Courier, 9 August 1866, p.1. 
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E8.  ORIENT LINE BUILDING (ORIENT STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY) 
 
Address:  113-119 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1928-30 
Other Names: Orient House 
Architect: Spain and Cosh (Sydney) 
Builder: Stuart Brothers 
Status: Demolished about 1982 
References: 
Brisbane Courier, 13 October 1928, p.18. 
Brisbane Courier, 16 October 1928, p.11. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 4 March 1930, five o'clock edition, p.15. 
 
 
1929 
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The Orient Steam Navigation Company was a large British firm which had been servicing 
Australia since 1866, but it was only in 1906 that its steamers began to make Brisbane a 
regular port of call. In 1928 the company purchased a block of land in Eagle Street from the 
Parbury Estates, intending to erect a large building to house their own offices and provide 
office space for lease. Leading architects in Brisbane and Sydney were asked to submit 
designs, which were forwarded to the head office in London. The commission was awarded 
to the Sydney firm of Spain and Cosh, a prominent practice originally founded in 1904. At 
this time they were making frequent use of a Free Classical style in their large commercial 
buildings. 
 
The Orient building in Brisbane was very much in this Free Classical idiom, with its 
monumental façade dominated by the large Ionic columns spanning levels four to six, 
beneath an entablature and prominent cornice. The frontage was 19 metres long and the 
ground floor was faced in polished trachyte, and the upper floors in Sydney freestone. On the 
roof, the caretaker's quarters and staff lunch rooms effectively created an extra storey, with a 
steeply pitched, copper-clad roof, culminating in an unusual tall turret glazed in a light blue 
glass for illumination purposes. A light well on the north side also enhanced the internal 
lighting. The building was steel-framed with reinforced concrete floors. 
 
 
Under construction, April 1929 
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At the ground level, the company's entrance (on the left-hand side) was separated from the 
tenants' entry (on the right-hand side) by a large display window containing a model of one of 
the company’s mail steamers (a standard feature of the offices of shipping companies at the 
time). A cantilever awning (one of the few in Eagle Street) extended over the display window 
only. There were bronze doors at the entrances, leading to marbled vestibules, and beyond to 
the staircases and lifts. The fire stairs were at the rear. 
 
The Orient company occupied the ground floor. The office fittings were of Queensland 
maple, incorporating stained glass panels executed by a Brisbane firm, R.S. Exton and Co. 
The upper floors were let as offices and medical suites. 
 
In 1960 the Orient Line merged with the Peninsular and Oriental Company, and the P & O 
Lines of Australia continued to occupy this building until about 1972. 
 
 
1939 
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Earlier History of This Site 
 
The history of the Raff and Parbury holdings is outlined in the notes to building E6. Photos 
from the early 1880s indicate that there was then some sort of building on this part of the 
street-frontage, but it is impossible to discern any details. 
 
In 1888-89 Parbury & Lamb erected here a terrace of brick office buildings intended for 
lease, which were called Parbury's Buildings.1 The style was quite unusual for Brisbane. It 
was the work of John Beauchamp Nicholson, a British immigrant who had worked for some 
years in the building industry in Brisbane before setting himself up as an architect in 1885. 
This was a one-storey building, with a basement, on a frontage of about 19 metres; it had a 
similar depth, which matched the rear alignment of the existing Parbury & Lamb offices next 
door (E7). 
 
 
Parbury's Buildings, 1893 
 
The unusual feature of the design is that the building was set back from the pavement, and 
steps descended to an "area" below street level, which gave access to the basement. This was 
a common design for town houses in Britain, but it was rarely adopted in Brisbane. Perhaps 
the intention was to allow the basements to be let separately from the offices above. It was 
probably this building which prompted the following piece of journalistic fantasy in 1925: 
 
If we have only one street with a Dickensian air, it is Eagle Street. Here, in the daytime, is a 
crowded, busy thoroughfare, whose articulate voice is hoof-beats and harness-jingle and 
                                                 
1 See tender notice in Brisbane Courier, 14 May 1888, p.3. 
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whip-cracks; the stirrings of purposeful commerce; the noises of happy business. And in the 
nights it is no less a Dickens street. For here are the iron gratings—so familiar!—and below 
and behind them are the stone steps leading into vault-like pits now hidden in mysterious 
suggestive shadows.2 
 
The elaborate parapet was a typical boom-style cement pastiche. The most attractive feature 
of the design was the cast-iron railing, columns, curtain and brackets of the veranda, which 
added a tropical flavour to the ensemble. The ironwork was prepared by the Brisbane firm of 
Harvey, Sargeant & Co.3 
 
 
 Ground plan of Parbury's Buildings, 1901  Façade detail, ca 1896 
 
In 1907 plans were developed by Charles Parbury & Company to demolish this building, as 
well as the "Old Tea Bond" warehouse behind, and erect an office building of three or four 
storeys.4 This sounds like an early version of the plans for Parbury House (E6) and it 
probably evolved into that project. The old Parbury's Buildings survived until they were 
purchased by the Orient Steam Navigation Company in early 1928.5 
                                                 
2 Daily Mail (Brisbane), 5 March 1925, p.8. 
3 Brisbane Courier, 18 January 1889, p.7. 
4 Brisbane Courier, 25 September 1907, p.4. 
5 Brisbane Courier, 16 March 1928, p.15. 
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E9.  SUN INSURANCE BUILDING 
 
Address:  105-111 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld.  
Built: 1906 
Other Names: Gibbs, Bright & Co. (1907-1920s) 
Architect: Robin Dods (of Hall and Dods) 
Builder: John Gemmell 
Status: Demolished about 1982 
References: 
BCC building register no.284, 24/5/1906. 
Plans in Hall and Dods Collection, John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland, 
collection 27671, items 27671/50, 27671/51. 
BCC building register no.17786, 10/12/1928. 
Robert Riddel, Robin Dods 1868-1920: Selected Works (Melbourne: Uro Media, 
2012), p.82-85. 
 
   
Gibbs, Bright & Co., 1915 and 1917 
 
A 1901 ground plan of the Parbury holding shows that the southern corner of the street-
frontage was then occupied by a yard, a shop and various outbuildings. This site, on the 
corner of Parbury Lane, was obviously due for redevelopment, and in 1906 Charles Parbury 
& Company erected a two-storey brick office block there. It was designed for them by Robin 
Dods of the firm of Hall and Dods. 
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Robin Dods (1868-1920) is generally regarded as the most talented of Brisbane's early 
architects. The Parbury commission gave him only limited scope to display his skills, because 
the company was clearly not prepared to spend large sums on the project. This was not a 
flagship banking or insurance building, but a modest speculative development, with a 
frontage of about 17 metres to Eagle Street, and a depth of about 19 metres down Parbury 
Lane.  
 
The façade was divided into five bays by giant columns with composite capitals. The 
openings had round arches, and the central one formed the main doorway. At the upper level 
there were balconettes in front of each window. The columns supported a plain entablature, 
with a dentilled cornice above that, and an Italian balustrade as the parapet. The parapet had a 
decorative central shield. All of this was executed in stuccoed brick. There does not seem to 
have been anything lavish about the internal fittings, but the offices were well lit by windows 
on three sides.  
 
 
Original plans of selected details 
 
The major tenant in the early years was the shipping firm, Gibbs, Bright & Co. In 1924 the 
Commonwealth Line (another shipping firm) established their offices here. In 1928 the Sun 
Insurance company purchased the building from Parbury Estates, and then commissioned the 
Brisbane architect John L. Baldwin to redesign the ground floor. 
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1974 photo by Richard Stringer 
The entrances have been altered and the main doorway is now on the left 
 
 
Earlier History of This Site 
 
The history of the Raff and Parbury holdings is outlined in the notes to building E6. 
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E10.  WINCHCOMBE CARSON LTD 
 
Address:  99-101 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1877-78 
Other Names: Thompson's Bond (1884 to 1900s); New Zealand Loan and Mercantile 
Agency (1900-4); Cambewarra Pty Ltd (1970s) 
Architect: James Cowlishaw 
Builder: Henry Holmes 
Status: Demolished about 1982 
References: 
Brisbane Courier, 23 June 1877, p.7 [tender notice] 
Brisbane Courier, 7 September 1878, p.5. 
Brisbane Courier, 2 April 1884, p.5. 
Brisbane Courier, 30 March 1888, p.5. 
Brisbane Courier, 14 June 1899, p.6. 
Queenslander, 27 March 1915, p.29. 
 
 
1915 
 
In 1868 the Australasian Steam Navigation Company (ASN) obtained ownership of all the 
land on the eastern side of Eagle Street, south of George Raff's property. At that time, the 
Eagle Street frontages of this holding were little utilised, and it was not until 1877 that the 
ASN began to rectify this situation by commissioning James Cowlishaw to design two 
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substantial warehouses, to be erected on the corner of Eagle Street and the laneway which 
would later become known as Parbury Lane.  
 
The warehouses (E10 and E11) were of two storeys, with a basement, and built of stuccoed 
brick on a foundation of stone. Each had a frontage of about 11 metres and a depth of about 
24 metres, which allowed room for a yard at the back, with access to the lane behind. The 
design of the façade was similar to other buildings by Cowlishaw in Eagle Street, with 
standard Renaissance elements such as the banded rustication of the ground floor, the round-
arched openings (with decorative keystones at the lower level), the string courses, the 
imitation pilasters with foliated capitals, the entablature below a dentilled cornice and Italian 
balustrade, and of course a smattering or urns to top it all off. The tracery of the central 
window at the upper level was reminiscent of a Romanesque biforate window. 
 
The parapets concealed the hipped roofs (of corrugated and galvanised iron) of the two 
separate warehouses. The external masonry wall, which encompassed the two buildings, was 
not repeated internally, where there was only a thin timber party wall separating the two 
warehouses. 
 
It is the northerly warehouse (E10) which concerns us here. The ASN built it for Samuel 
Ridley, and the two-metre wide doorway led to an office and warehouse with polished cedar 
fittings and ornamental cornice work. The interior was described as very spacious, without 
columns or supports of any kind, and with large windows at the front and rear. Ridley's 
tenancy was not of long duration and his successors also came and went quickly. One of them 
was the firm of Frederic Horwood & Co., who ceased trading late in 1881. All the fittings in 
the building were then auctioned, and the published inventory1 gives a very good idea of the 
type of fittings contained in a merchant's office in the 1880s, including a mahogany office 
desk with secret drawers, an office washstand, speaking tubes, etc. 
 
By 1884 G.A. Thompson had acquired premises here as a commission agent and he set up a 
bond store, which gave the building the name Thompson's Bond, by which it was known for 
quite some years, even after Thompson's retirement from business in 1890. 
 
In June 1899 a bad fire damaged this building and it was substantially rebuilt for the New 
Zealand Loan and Mercantile Agency, who were the main tenant until they erected a new 
building for themselves in Elizabeth Street, to which they moved early in 1904. 
 
In 1914 the wool-broking firm of Winchcombe Carson purchased the building and 
commissioned the architects Chambers and Powell to convert it into offices. By 1947 the 
building had been extended at the rear, taking it all the way back to the lane. About 1952 a 
cantilevered awning was added at the front. 
                                                 
1 Brisbane Courier, 25 November 1881, p.4. 
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New Zealand Loan & Mercantile Agency, about 1902 
 
 
Earlier History of This Site 
 
The original subdivision of the eastern side of Eagle Street demarcated four allotments south 
(i.e. upstream) from the four allotments where George Raff would establish his wharf and 
business.  
 
Detail from Ham map of 1863 
The names of the owners shown on the map are the original purchasers of the 
allotments. Some of these allotments had changed hands by 1863. As the map 
indicates, the four southern allotments had recently been acquired by the 
Queensland Steam Navigation Co. 
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Three of these allotments had been acquired by Dr Stephen Simpson, and by the early 1860s 
the remaining allotment was in the possession of Benjamin Cribb, a successful businessman 
and politician. At that time, there were cottages on these allotments, with gardens running 
down to the river. In 1857, for example, Cribb was advertising two cottages to let in Eagle 
Street, near Raff's stores, "with river frontage to the garden."2 In 1861 Simpson was 
advertising a house for let, with detached stabling, kitchen and servant's apartments. Clearly 
these were desirable residences. 
 
However with the expansion of the port, it was becoming obvious that this land could be 
more profitably utilised. As early as May 1860 Simpson was advertising his three allotments 
for sale, noting that they possessed 198 feet (60 metres) of deep-water frontage. The final 
stimulus for the development of this end of Eagle Street came with the founding of the 
Queensland Steam Navigation Company (QSN) in 1860. 
 
The QSN was founded by a consortium of Queensland businessman, including George Raff, 
in response to the poor service which the Australasian Steam Navigation Company (ASN) 
was providing to Brisbane and the northern ports. In 1863 the QSN purchased the four 
allotments upstream from Raff's Wharf, and an additional allotment was alienated for them 
near the mouth of the creek, where they planned to establish the entrance to their wharves. In 
1864 they erected on this property a wharf, offices, store and coal shed, all designed for them 
by the prolific James Cowlishaw. They offered the land on the Eagle Street frontage for lease, 
so the cottages did not immediately disappear. One of these was possibly incorporated into 
the QSN Hotel, which was established at the extreme southern end of the street in 1864. 
 
 
1890 flood 
This photo, taken from near the corner of Charlotte and Creek Streets, shows the old 
Queensland Steam Navigation Company offices (the two-storey gabled building), 
built in 1864 and designed by James Cowlishaw. It also shows the ASN (later AUSN) 
wharf sheds, built in 1884 and designed by Thomas McCredie of Sydney. 
                                                 
2 Moreton Bay Courier, 21 November 1857, p.1. 
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The QSN was not able to compete with its established rival, and in 1867 it was absorbed by 
the ASN, which took over the QSN land, buildings and wharves at the southern end of Eagle 
Street. These were a welcome addition to the wharves which the ASN already possessed 
between Mary and Margaret Streets. 
 
By 1876 the ASN were taking steps to exploit the valuable real estate which they held in 
Eagle Street. They had it subdivided so that the Eagle Street frontage was separated from the 
wharf by a lane which would later be known as Parbury Lane. This lane turned off Eagle 
Street at the southern end of the Raff property, ran towards the river, and then turned south, 
between Eagle Street and the wharf, and debouched onto Creek Street near the river, at the 
entrance to the wharf. The land between Eagle Street and the lane was divided into ten 
allotments, mostly with a frontage of 25 feet (eight metres) to Eagle Street, plus access to the 
lane at the rear. 
 
The ASN was disappointed to find that these allotments did not sell as readily as expected. 
The reserve price was too high for prospective purchasers, who were perhaps also deterred by 
the knowledge that this low-lying end of Eagle Street was very prone to flooding. The ASN 
then proceeded to develop the three most northerly allotments themselves, by erecting two 
warehouses there in 1877-78 (E10 and E11) which were then leased. The development of the 
allotments further south occurred only slowly (no doubt hindered by a series of disastrous 
floods in the latter years of the century) and was not complete until 1929. 
 
On the other hand, the adjoining wharves were much in demand. In 1883 the ASN began 
replacing the girders and decking of the old QSN wharf, and they extended the wharf further 
into the river. They then built a large goods shed on the wharf, which was designed by the 
architect Thomas McCredie of Sydney. It was state-of-the art and constructed of wood and 
corrugated iron, with a louvred lantern running the length of the roof, and sliding doors.3 The 
new wharf had a length of about 100 metres. 
 
In 1887 the ASN was absorbed into the newly formed Australasian United Steam Navigation 
Company (AUSN). By 1910 the AUSN controlled all the wharves between Creek Street and 
the Customs House. In 1913-14 they undertook major works to raise the level of the wharves 
to reduce the damage caused by flooding. New sheds were erected and new cranes installed.  
                                                 
3 Brisbane Courier, 21 February 1884, p.6. 
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E11.  LUYA JULIUS PTY LTD 
 
Address:  95-97 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1877-78 
Architect: James Cowlishaw 
Builder: Henry Holmes 
Status: Demolished about 1982 
References: 
Brisbane Courier, 23 June 1877, p.7 [tender notice] 
Brisbane Courier, 7 September 1878, p.5. 
Queenslander, 24 March 1883, p.469. 
Brisbane Courier, 2 April 1884, p.5. 
Brisbane Courier, 14 June 1899, p.6. 
 
 
1915 
 
This was one of the two warehouses erected for the Australasian Steam Navigation Company 
in 1877-78, to a design by James Cowlishaw (1834-1929). For the early history of this 
building, see building E10. 
 
An early tenant was the firm of commission agents, S. & N. Howes. They were replaced in 
1883 by the Queensland Mercantile and Agency Co. Over the next twenty years there were a 
variety of tenants, but in 1913 the building was purchased by a newly established firm of 
carriers called Luya Julius.  
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Unlike its neighbour, this building was never extended back to Parbury Lane at the rear. It 
remained in the possession of Luya Julius until at least the 1970s, with its façade virtually 
unchanged. Although it survived many floods, it finally fell to the wrecker's ball in 1982. 
 
                    
   1893 flood              1974 flood 
 
 
Earlier History of This Site 
 
For the early history of the properties at the southern end of the eastern side of Eagle Street, 
see the notes on building E10. 
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E12.  BIGGS & CO. / BARKER & CO. / EADE & MAY PTY LTD 
 
Address:  83-93 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1889-91 
Other Names: Harper's Buildings (1891-1900s) 
Architect: F.D.G. Stanley 
Builder: not identified 
Status: Demolished about 1955 
References: 
Brisbane Courier, 3 January 1889, p.5 [tender notice] 
Brisbane Courier, 2 May 1891, p.2 [advertisement, to let] 
Plans of Barker & Co., 87-89 Eagle Street, 1947-55, in Conrad & Gargett Collection, 
Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL228, job no.266. 
 
   
    1909          About 1928 
 
Robert Harper (1842-1919) was a successful Melbourne businessman engaged in food 
importing and processing. In 1883 he established a branch of his business in Brisbane and he 
commissioned the Brisbane architect Francis Drummond Greville Stanley (1839-1897) to 
design the Oriental Mills building (1887-88) for him at the corner of Albert and Mary Streets. 
He soon followed this with another project for a set of warehouses for leasing in Eagle Street, 
and Stanley called for tenders for this job in January 1889.  
 
The site of the new building was opposite the fig-tree reserve, and there were some concerns 
that the urinal there might detract from the status of Harper's new warehouses. In 1890 
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Stanley attempted, without success, to persuade the municipal council to remove the 
offending convenience. 
 
In February 1891 advertisements appeared in the press for a set of six new warehouses in 
Eagle Street, close to the AUSN wharf, which would shortly be complete. It appears that 
Stanley's design of Harper's Buildings was an early example of modular construction. With 
the facade divided into three sections, both to Eagle Street and at the rear on Parbury Lane, it 
was possible to let the six warehouses either as separate units or in groups, as required by the 
tenants. The central warehouse at the front was apparently the smallest, because a central 
light well was inserted behind it, above a wood-blocked courtyard. 
 
With a frontage of 21 metres to Eagle Street and a depth of 34 metres to Parbury Lane, this 
was a modest commercial building of limited pretensions, erected in face brick. It was of four 
storeys and a basement, and the clearly articulated façade had large, lofty, round-headed 
windows at the ground level. The parapet had a central broken pediment. The design is 
suggestive of a style of warehouse which would soon become common, and which we now 
call the Federation Warehouse. The awnings over the pavement were a later addition.  
 
An early tenant was the Adelaide Steam Shipping Company, who opened "commodious 
offices" in Harper's Buildings in 1894.1 However the building soon seems to have established 
itself as a site for light industry and hardware. The tenants came and went, and the 
configurations of the warehouses varied. When Harper died in 1919 the building was sold. 
There were apparently individual titles to the separate warehouses, and after that date the 
occupancy stabilised, with the printers Biggs & Company on the left-hand side (no. 91-93), 
the builders' merchants Barker & Company in the middle (no. 87-89), and the merchants and 
butcherers' suppliers Eade & May on the right-hand side (no. 83-85). 
 
 
Façade detail 1942 
                                                 
1 Telegraph (Brisbane), 9 May 1894, p.3. 
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A severe fire in August 1955 heralded the end of this building, and it was demolished soon 
afterwards. This led to the first major post-war building project in Eagle Street. Biggs & 
Company retained their allotment and erected a building of about four-storeys there. 
However the other two allotments were sold to Winchcombe Carson, who erected a building 
of about thirteen floors, which would have reached the maximum height then allowed in 
Brisbane. 
 
 
Fire, August 1955 
 
 
Earlier History of This Site 
 
For the early history of the properties at the southern end of the eastern side of Eagle Street, 
see the notes on building E10. 
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E13.  CLARK & FAUSET LTD 
 
Address:  73-81 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1904-5 
Other Names: John Jackson & Co. (1905-1910s); Eagle House (1940s-1970s) 
Architect: Edward M. Myers 
Builder: Thomas Keenan 
Status: Demolished about 1972 
References: 
Brisbane Courier, 4 March 1905, p.13. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 11 June 1938, second edition, p.11. 
Courier-Mail, 18 August 1945, p.3. 
Queensland Country Life, 23 August 1945, p.3. 
 
 
1905 
 
In 1878 John Jackson and Thomas Latimer established a business as produce merchants and 
commission agents at the northern end of Elizabeth Street, just before the junction with Eagle 
Street. This final block of Elizabeth Street (on the western side of the fig-tree reserve) was 
often referred to as Eagle Street, and references to the Jackson premises in Eagle Street 
usually mean the building in Elizabeth Street, on the western side of the reserve. 
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However John Jackson & Company briefly occupied premises in Eagle Street proper, on the 
eastern side of the fig-tree reserve. They erected a produce store at 73-81 Eagle Street in 
1904-5, which was designed for them by the architect Edward Myer Myers (1864-1926). It 
had a frontage of 21 metres to Eagle Street and a depth of 34 metres to Parbury Lane at the 
rear. It was of three storeys at the front, but initially only of one storey at the rear; however 
two more storeys were added to the rear section soon after the building was opened. 
 
The design generally conformed to the style which we now call Federation Warehouse. It was 
in face brick (using machine-pressed bricks), with cement dressings which had been sanded 
to resemble sandstone. On the ground floor the openings were mostly round-headed (with 
exaggerated keystones), except for the large central vehicle entrance, which led right through 
the building to exit on the other side into Parbury Lane. The two upper floors exhibited the 
"continuous pier and arch" motif which is typical of the Federation Warehouse style. In the 
centre of the parapet an arched corbel table supported the decorative panel with the firm's 
name, which was flanked on either side by an Italian balustrade.  
 
 
1909 
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The ground here, near the former mouth of Wheat Creek, presented challenges to the 
builders, and deep pile footings were required. The floors were all of concrete. Internally 
there were offices on the ground floor, on either side of the central vehicle passage. The 
upper floors were used for storage and were served by an electric elevator.  
 
By late 1914 this building was occupied by Clark & Fauset Ltd, who were engineers and 
machinery merchants. By the late 1930s they were in liquidation, and in 1938 it was proposed 
to turn this building into a multi-level carpark, with ramps connecting the floors. The 
architects Atkinson and Conrad prepared plans for this abortive project. 
 
During the Second World War this building served as a navy victualling yard. In 1945 it was 
purchased by Winchcombe Carson, to accommodate their machinery department, under the 
name Eagle House. About 1972 it was demolished and a large building was erected on this 
site for Dalgety Ltd. 
 
Earlier History of This Site 
 
For the early history of the properties at the southern end of the eastern side of Eagle Street, 
see the notes on building E10. 
 
This site was (roughly speaking) the location of the first hotel in Eagle Street, the QSN Hotel, 
which was established in 1864 near the wharves and offices of the Queensland Steam 
Navigation Company, for which it was named. The first publican was Robert Huggins, and 
he apparently adapted a large existing house containing three sitting rooms and nine 
bedrooms.1 It does not seem to have been a very successful venture, and in May 1868 the 
stock-in-trade and furniture were sold at public auction. 
 
 
Steam Packet Hotel, about 1875 
                                                 
1 Brisbane Courier, 19 October 1864, p.5. 
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In 1869 the hotel was revived under the name Steam Packet Hotel, with Henry Biggs as 
publican. In the latter part of the 1870s William Malpas was the publican, but by 1881 the 
hotel had closed, apparently for good. The building continued to stand for some years. A 
corner of it is visible in a photo from the 1890 flood, at which time it was a branch of the 
Union Cooperage of Frazer & Moore; a faded sign suggests that it had served as a restaurant 
at some stage. 
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E14.  WOOL EXCHANGE 
 
Address:  63-71 Eagle Street (cnr Creek Street), Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1928-29 
Architect: not identified 
Builder: Stuart Brothers 
Status: Demolished about 1984 
References: 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 July 1928, p.63. 
Brisbane Courier, 11 September 1928, p.9. 
Original plans in Brisbane City Council Archives. 
 
 
About 1930 
 
It is surprising that the most southerly allotment on the east side of Eagle Street was not 
developed until 1928. Admittedly it was on reclaimed land, prone to flooding, and the shape 
was a little awkward, but it had frontages to Eagle Street, Creek Street and Parbury Lane. It 
was for some years in the possession of Robert Harper, who had erected the warehouses at 
83-93 Eagle Street (E12), but Harper had not built upon it at the time of his death in 1919. 
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In 1928-29 a building was finally erected which was worthy of this prominent corner. The 
Brisbane Wool Exchange had been housed in various premises in Eagle Street, including the 
Commercial Union building (E3) and Parbury House (E6). The new Wool Exchange was 
commissioned by the New Zealand Loan and Mercantile Agency, in association with the 
venerable Australian wool-broking firm of Goldsborough Mort. This impressive building was 
erected by Stuart Brothers, but the identity of the architect is a mystery. None of the 
contemporary sources (not even the architectural plans or building registration records) 
names the architect. 
 
 
Ground floor plan 
 
The building was of six floors, built of reinforced concrete with brick infilling. The unstable 
site, virtually on the former mouth of Wheat Creek, required foundations in the form of a 
reinforced concrete raft. The external treatment is perhaps best described as Stripped 
Classical. Rusticated trachyte was used to face the exterior from the pavement to the sill level 
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on the first floor, and above that the brickwork was rendered, with some restrained decoration 
in low relief. The well-defined cornice was surmounted by a modest parapet. 
 
The entrance vestibule, on Eagle Street, was about three metres wide. It led to a lift lobby, 
and behind that was a central light-well. Marble and tiles were used to decorate the public 
areas. There was also a light area on the north side, which was the only elevation which did 
not face a street or lane. The wool sales room occupied the two topmost floors on the Parbury 
Lane side of the building, with a fine view and river breezes. To improve the ventilation here, 
a large pavilion was added on the flat roof to raise the ceiling level of the sales room, and the 
roof of this pavilion was liberally equipped with roof ventilators. 
 
 
Photo under construction, from Creek Street 
Note the special treatment of the wool sales room on the top right 
 
The sales room was, of course, the main feature of the building. A journalist describing the 
first wool sale after the Second World War wrote that:  
 
The setting was almost regal. The polished wood dais with its throne-like auctioneer's chair 
would do justice to a king. At the back of the auctioneer rich green curtains many yards in 
length hung in graceful folds.1 
 
                                                 
1 Courier-Mail, 17 September 1946, p.2. 
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Wool sales room 1929 
 
 
Earlier History of This Site 
 
For the early history of the properties at the southern end of the eastern side of Eagle Street, 
see the notes on building E10.
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S1.  JAMES CAMPBELL & SONS 
 
Address:  12-20 Creek Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1907-9 
Architect: Claude W. Chambers 
Builder: Daniel Macdonald 
Status: Demolished about 1973 
References: 
Brisbane Courier, 6 December 1907, p.9 & 11. 
The Week (Brisbane), 22 May 1908, p.23-24. 
Building (Sydney), 16 November 1908, p.27 & 29. 
Brisbane Courier, 1 May 1909, p.12. 
Building (Sydney), 12 November 1914, p.87-88, 174-175. 
 
 
About 1909 
 
When the old-established Brisbane firm of builders' merchants, James Campbell & Sons, 
decided to erect a new building on their site in Creek Street (opposite the southern end of 
Eagle Street), they entrusted the commission to Claude William Chambers (1861-1947), one 
of Brisbane's leading architects, who designed many buildings in the Eagle Street area. There 
were existing buildings on the site, and the client wished to maintain operations during 
construction, so the building work took place in two phases between 1907 and 1909, 
beginning with the four bays on the right-hand side. 
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When complete, the building had a frontage of about 32 metres and a depth of about 40 
metres. It was an imposing six storeys in height, and impressively closed the view at the 
southern end of Eagle Street. Stylistically, it was a fine example of what we now call the 
Federation Warehouse, with the distinctive "continuous pier and arch" arrangement of the 
seven bays of the façade. The bow windows were designed to bring a maximum of light into 
the building. The façade was constructed in red face-brick, with cement facings which were 
coated in green and yellow distemper. The two lowest floors were treated more elaborately, 
with rusticated pilasters and large consoles supporting a prominent string-course. A heavy 
bracketed cornice supported the parapet. 
 
Internally, the building was arranged around a central courtyard, which acted as a light well 
and facilitated deliveries. There was access to this courtyard both from the Creek Street 
frontage (via a vehicle entrance on the left-hand side) and from Elizabeth Street, via a lane 
behind the Dalgety building (S3). There were two electric lifts, and the passenger lift had a 
case of silky oak. The main staircase was also of silky oak and the ceilings were of stamped 
steel. 
 
 
Main entrance 1920 
 
By 1939 the two topmost floors were let as offices. The firm continued to prosper in the years 
after the Second World War, but by the 1970s the inner city was no longer a suitable location 
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for a hardware firm. The building was demolished around 1973, and the parent firm was 
absorbed by a larger company in the 1990s. 
 
Earlier History of This Site 
 
James Campbell (1830-1904) was a Scottish plasterer who emigrated to Brisbane in 1853. 
The following year he opened a store in George Street, selling building materials. In 1864 he 
moved to new premises in Creek Street, near the wharf which had been erected to serve the 
municipal market at the reserve fronting lower Eagle Street. At this time Campbell was 
advertising his services as a "plasterer, lime and cement merchant."1 The new site had been 
little more than a muddy island in Wheat Creek, but he erected here a two-storey timber 
building, which served both as store and residence. It survived until 1908, when it was 
demolished to make way for the new building. 
 
 
James Campbell's premises, Creek Street, about 1865 
During the 1893 flood, water rose to above the floor of the upper storey. 
 
Campbell leased from the municipal council part of the river bank in lower Eagle Street and 
erected what would become a busy wharf, known as Campbell's Wharf (or Campbell's City 
Wharf, to distinguish it from other wharves maintained by this enterprising firm). The lease 
of this wharf was acquired by the Australasian United Steam Navigation Company about 
1890, and it was demolished to erect the new Norman Wharf. In 1882 the firm was 
restructured as James Campbell & Sons, which by then had interests in timber milling, 
shipping, brickworks and quarrying. The properties in Creek Street suffered badly in the 
severe floods which occurred in the latter years of the nineteenth century. 
 
                                                 
1 Brisbane Courier, 4 July 1864, p.3. 
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By 1886 the premises in Creek Street were badly in need of extension, and the firm erected a 
new building, using an innovative construction process, which was apparently the brainchild 
of John Moffat, who had been clerk of works for the recently erected Australian Mutual 
Provident Society offices on the corner of Queen and Edward Streets. The new five-storey 
Campbell warehouse was said to have been the first building in Queensland erected entirely 
of concrete, and it claimed to have the first "cement" floors in Australia. (It should be 
remembered that this building pre-dated the development of reinforced concrete.)  
 
The floors were supported on rolled-iron girders, arched with a span of about 4.3 metres, and 
the great advantage of this form of construction was that it appeared to be fireproof. The roof 
was flat, and hydraulic lifts were installed. It was said that this building would cost only 15% 
more than a brick structure of similar dimensions. It was also said that the building "will have 
a commanding front of an exceedingly ornate character to Eagle Street,"2 but it was never 
faced, and contemporary photos show that it was left incomplete. This suggests that the 
experiment was not a great success, but it is interesting to note that, at much the same time, 
the Adelaide architect Edward J. Woods was using a similar technique at Parkside Lunatic 
Asylum for the Erindale Ward, which is apparently still standing. The Campbell building was 
demolished in 1908, when the first part of the new building was completed. 
 
 
1890 flood at the corner of Eagle and Creek Streets, looking south 
In the centre is the original two-storey James Campbell building, with the Queen's Hotel to the 
left, on the corner of Charlotte Street. Behind the hotel, Naldham House (with its tower) and 
O'Reilly's Bond are just visible at the end of Mary Street. On the far left is a corner of the premises 
of the Union Cooperage of Frazer & Moore; this building had previously served as the QSN Hotel 
and later as the Steam Packet Hotel. The incomplete five-storey building behind the Campbell 
premises is the five-storey concrete warehouse erected in 1886 and demolished in 1908. 
 
                                                 
2 Brisbane Courier, 3 May 1886, p.3. 
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S2.  DALGETY & COMPANY [new building] 
 
Address:  22-28 Creek Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1911-13 
Architect: Atkinson and McLay 
Builder: John Cockburn 
Status: Demolished about 1977 
References: 
BCC building register no.1396, June 1911. 
Daily Standard, 10 January 1914, p.4. 
 
 
The new and the old Dalgety buildings, about 1934 
Corner of Creek and Elizabeth Streets 
 
The new five-storey office building erected in Creek Street during 1911-13 for the merchants, 
shipping agents and stock and station agents, Dalgety & Co., attracted surprisingly little 
attention at the time. As a result, not much information about it is now available. With the 
older Dalgety building (which stood on the corner of Elizabeth Street, see building S3) on 
one side, and the James Campbell building (S1) on the other side, it closed the view at the 
southern end of upper Eagle Street, and thus formed part of the visual precinct of that street. 
However to the observer looking down Eagle Street from the busy intersection at the corner 
of Queen Street, the Dalgety buildings were to a large extent obscured by the large fig-trees 
on the triangular reserve at the bottom end of Eagle Street. The Dalgety buildings thus played 
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a less significant role in the streetscape of Eagle Street than did the imposing James Campbell 
building. 
 
The new Dalgety building was designed by the partnership of Henry Wallace Atkinson 
(1866-1938) and Charles McLay (1859-1918). This partnership, formed in 1907, was the 
origin of the modern firm of Conrad Gargett. The building was a surprisingly spare 
composition in face-brick, with a frontage of about 18 metres. It showed little of the Baroque 
flamboyance which can be seen in some of the Atkinson and McLay designs from this period. 
The two central bay windows on the first and second floor looked like superimposed oriel 
windows, and there was a small hood-moulding to the round-arched doorway. At the top, a 
broken cornice was surmounted by a tall but simple parapet. Stylistically, the design could be 
regarded as a variant of the Federation Warehouse. 
 
  
   About 1924           1935 
 
 
1949 
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S3.  DALGETY & COMPANY [old building] 
 
Address: 30-40 Creek Street (and 291-301 Elizabeth Street), Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1883-84 
Other Names: Maurice D. Benjamin & Co. (1884-85); Royal Bank of Queensland (1885-
91); Dalgety & New Zealand Loan Ltd (1961-70) 
Architect: Andrea Stombuco 
Builder: W. Watson 
Status: Demolished about 1977 
References: 
Brisbane Courier, 21 October 1884, p.5. 
The Week (Brisbane), 6 February 1886, p.5. 
Brisbane Courier, 17 December 1898, p.6. 
 
 
About 1902 
Showing the main entrance from Elizabeth Street 
117 
 
 
The older of the two Dalgety buildings is something of an anomaly in the context of the 
present study of the early architecture of Eagle Street. Of course it did not actually stand in 
Eagle Street, but it has been included because, like its neighbours (S1 and S2) it closed the 
view at the end of Eagle Street. However while the neighbouring buildings opened onto 
Creek Street at its junction with Eagle Street, the older Dalgety Building turned its shoulder 
to both Creek and Eagle Streets, because the Creek Street entrance had been closed up when 
Dalgety & Company took over the building in 1898. In addition, it was a building originally 
designed as retail premises, which gave it a fundamentally different character to most of the 
other buildings in this study. 
 
 
Perspective drawing 1882 
 
The building was originally designed as retail premises for Maurice D. Benjamin & Co., and 
was something equivalent to a modern department store when first opened in 1884. It was 
designed by an immigrant Italian architect, Andrea Stombuco (1820-1907), and not 
surprisingly the style is very Italianate, with rows of biforate windows (with colonettes), and 
pilasters and columns with foliated capitals to articulate the bays. There were of course 
Italian balustrades, and a dentilled cornice supported a pedimented parapet overladen with 
urns. All of this was executed in the best boom-style, using stuccoed brick on a base course 
of stone.  
 
The large and numerous windows were typical of the retail warehouses of the period, as 
goods could only be seen to advantage in ample light. As the building extended over three 
floors (plus a basement), a lift was installed for the convenience of customers. Both street 
frontages were of around 19 metres, and there were impressive entrances in the centre of each 
118 
 
frontage. Unfortunately all this retail grandeur did not ensure the success of the venture, and 
within twelve months the Benjamin firm was forced to close down. 
 
Early in 1886 the building was altered to form the premises of the Royal Bank of 
Queensland, with the banking chamber on the ground floor and the upper floors fitted up as 
board room, bedrooms for staff, and storerooms. Like its predecessor, the Royal Bank 
struggled to survive in a location which was remote from the main retail area of the city. The 
management considered that the building was "eminently suitable for general business," but 
the location was inconvenient for customers "and has probably proved to be a drawback."1 In 
1891 the bank moved to premises in Queen Street, in the block between Albert and Edward 
Streets, to a building which had been designed for them by Richard Gailey senior.  
 
Stombuco's elegant building was proving to be something of a white elephant in the hard-
headed wholesale port precinct. Fortunately it was reprieved in 1898 when the firm of 
Dalgety & Company, with extensive agricultural, pastoral and shipping interests, took over 
the building and thoroughly renovated it. They closed off the Creek Street entrance and 
created offices with partitions of polished cedar and pine, and they installed the modern 
conveniences of electric light and gas. In the early years of the new century they extended the 
Elizabeth Street frontage by an extra bay, but with two storeys only. 
 
 
Elizabeth Street frontage 1912 
 
The construction of an additional building (S2) on the adjoining allotment in Creek Street in 
1911-13 gave the company plenty of room to expand, and this building served their needs for 
over seventy years, until it was demolished.
                                                 
1 Telegraph (Brisbane), 23 January 1891, p.4. 
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W1.  MERCANTILE MUTUAL CHAMBERS (MERCANTILE MUTUAL 
INSURANCE COMPANY) 
 
Address: 62-68 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1876 
Other Names: Elliott Brothers (1876-1926) 
Architect: James Cowlishaw 
Builder: Henry Holmes 
Status: Demolished about 1979 
References: 
Queenslander, 4 November 1876, p.30. 
Queenslander, 24 June 1882, p.773. 
Daily Mail (Brisbane), 14 September 1926, p.12. 
 
 
About 1928 
 
In 1876, when the wholesale druggists, Elliott Brothers, erected a large building on the two 
allotments which they had purchased at the southern end of the western side of Eagle Street, 
they encountered considerable difficulties because of the swampy nature of the land, which 
had been reclaimed from a tidal mangrove swamp off Wheat Creek. Piles had to be driven to 
a depth of about 12 metres to support the stone foundations of this brick building, which was 
of three storeys, with a basement. Together, the two allotments had a street frontage of one 
chain (20 metres), and the building extended back about 18 metres, leaving a large yard at the 
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rear, with access to the laneway behind. Over the years, substantial outbuildings would be 
erected in this yard. 
 
The building was one of several in Eagle Street designed by James Cowlishaw (1834-1929). 
It was one of his typically attractive Renaissance designs, with the stone base-course and the 
stuccoed ground floor rusticated. The round-headed windows of the ground floor had 
flanking colonettes and moulded heads in the keystones. The windows of the two upper 
floors were of a simpler design, but the rusticated pilasters rose to a particularly decorative 
entablature, with consoles supporting a prominent dentilled cornice, beneath a parapet with a 
small central pediment. 
 
Internally, the bearers of the floors were made of ironbark, 30 cm square, and they were 
supported on turned ironbark columns, with a 30 cm diameter. These were painted dark green 
and bronze to look like iron, "and are probably quite as strong," as a contemporary observed.1 
The offices were on the ground floor and the rest of the building was used for storage, with a 
hoist to serve the upper floors. 
 
The treacherous nature of the subsoil soon necessitated major works, which were undertaken 
in 1881-82. The owners did not entrust these to their original architect, but instead 
commissioned F.D.G. Stanley to supervise the very expensive process of removing much of 
the external walling and the roof, so that new foundations could be made. This was done by 
driving 15-metre ironbark piles (fitted with cast-iron pointed shoes) into the bedrock. 
Ironbark corbels and girders were placed on top of the piles and a concrete foundation of 
about a metre in thickness was laid.  
 
 
About 1896 
                                                 
1 Queenslander, 4 November 1876, p.30. 
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In 1926 the building was purchased by the Mercantile Mutual Insurance Company, which 
remodelled the building into offices for itself and for letting. As the building extended over 
two allotments, it was divided into two parts to facilitate partial sale. It was probably at this 
time that the cantilevered awning over the entrance was added. Mercantile Mutual remained 
here until the 1970s. 
 
   
   1893 flood        1974 flood 
122 
 
W2.  ALLIANCE ASSURANCE 
 
Address: 70-72 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1926-28 
Architect: Joseph A. Kethel (Sydney); supervised by Atkinson and Conrad 
Builder: C.T. Hall & Sons 
Status: Demolished about 1987 
References: 
Daily Mail (Brisbane), 16 February 1926, p.16. 
Daily Mail (Brisbane), 4 May 1926, p.16. 
Brisbane Courier, 5 July 1927, p.9. 
Brisbane Courier, 1 May 1928, p.9. 
 
 
Two views from 1952 
In the photo on the right the companion Royal Exchange Building (W3) is also visible. 
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In 1922 the city council condemned two old galvanised iron workshops on the western side 
of Eagle Street. These belonged to James Hipwood, who had been mayor of Brisbane in the 
1880s. The removal of these last vestiges of the street's industrial past made two valuable 
allotments available for development, with a total street frontage of one chain (about 20 
metres). These were purchased in 1925 by two insurance companies, with the intention of 
simultaneously erecting matching buildings. The Alliance Assurance Building (W2) and the 
Royal Exchange Building (W3) were both constructed in 1926-28. 
 
The architect for this project was Joseph Alexander Kethel (1866-1946), a Sydney architect 
with a solid, but not outstanding, reputation. He is best remembered today for the eleven-
storey Sun Newspaper Building in Elizabeth Street, Sydney, which was roughly 
contemporaneous with his two Eagle Street buildings. He had previously designed a building 
for Alliance Assurance, which was erected in Pitt Street, Sydney in 1914. He obviously 
required local architects to supervise the two large Brisbane buildings, and for the Alliance 
Assurance building he chose the Brisbane partnership of Atkinson and Conrad to assist him. 
 
The two Kethel buildings attracted surprisingly little attention at the time. Perhaps the 
Sydney-based Kethel did not have the necessary contacts to cultivate interest in the Brisbane 
press, but the result is that we now have very sparse information on these buildings, and no 
good photographs have been located. We know that the Alliance Assurance building was of 
six storeys, with a basement and a caretaker's flat on the roof. To erect so large a building on 
the reclaimed ground on the western side of Eagle Street, the foundations had to be built on a 
cantilevered concrete slab, a technique which was apparently used here for the first time in 
Brisbane. 
 
The frame and floors of both buildings were of reinforced concrete, with brick infill and steel 
windows. The frontage of the Alliance Assurance building was about ten metres long, and it 
was faced in rusticated Rockhampton granite at the base, with Helidon freestone above. We 
have insufficient evidence as to the decoration of the façade, which was articulated in five 
bays and had a very pronounced cornice below the top floor. The style would now be 
described as Commercial Palazzo. 
 
The main entrance (on the left of the frontage) led through a corridor panelled in marble and 
tiles to the lift lobby. The stairwell was panelled in white marble. There was a second lift at 
the back of the building, where there were also escape stairs to Eagle Lane at the rear. The 
company's offices were on the ground floor and other floors were available for letting. 
Queensland maple was used for the woodwork. There was a caretaker's flat on the roof. A 
light area on the northern side of the building was shared with the companion Royal 
Exchange building. 
 
During the Second World War this building was occupied by the Department of Labour and 
National Service.  
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Alliance Assurance (left, W2) and Royal Exchange Assurance (right, W3)  
Under construction 1927 
 
 
Earlier History of This Site 
 
Development of the western side of Eagle Street commenced in 1865. By 1870 David Hume 
had a busy cooperage operating on this site, making casks, barrels, churns and vats, and to 
construct many of these he used local cedar. Cooperage was an integral part of the export 
trade, and Hume's was by no means the only cooperage in the vicinity of Eagle Street. The 
raised workshops were about 37 metres long, so they must have extended almost to the rear 
of the allotment. The area under the workshops was used for storage.1 
 
Hume went bankrupt in 1873 and his business was taken over by Alexander Campbell. In 
1877 the allotment was sold to James Hipwood, who established here the firm of Hipwood 
Brothers, coppersmiths and brass founders. Hipwood had previously been in partnership with 
Joseph Sutton in premises a little further north along Eagle Street (see notes on building W8). 
A photo from the 1893 flood shows his one-storey, corrugated galvanised iron premises 
partially submerged. Hipwood was a very prominent Brisbane businessman, and twice mayor 
of the city, but he was reluctant to retire from business, and he was about eighty years of age 
                                                 
1 Queenslander, 8 October 1870, p.11. 
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in 1922, when the city council decided that his premises in Eagle Street were an eyesore 
which must be demolished. 
 
 
1893 flood 
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W3.  ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE 
 
Address: 74-76 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1926-28 
Architect: Joseph A. Kethel (Sydney) in conjunction with Lange L. Powell 
Builder: C.T. Hall & Sons 
Status: Demolished about 1987 
References: 
Daily Mail (Brisbane), 16 February 1926, p.16. 
Brisbane Courier, 6 April 1926, p.15. 
Brisbane Courier, 5 July 1927, p.9. 
Brisbane Courier, 3 May 1928, p.9. 
 
 
           Perspective drawing     Façade detail about 1970 
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The Royal Exchange Assurance building was the companion to the Alliance Assurance 
building (W2). See the notes on the latter building for information on the architect, Joseph 
Kethel. For the Royal Exchange building, Kethel used the Brisbane architect Lange Leopold 
Powell as his associate. Powell insisted that he was working in conjunction with Kethel, and 
not merely supervising the project for him. Powell, previously an employee and later a 
partner of Claude W. Chambers, had considerable experience of designing buildings in Eagle 
Street. 
 
Like the adjoining building, the Royal Exchange building was of six storeys with a basement. 
The two buildings were erected simultaneously by the same contractor, and the foundation 
problems which challenged the construction of the Alliance Assurance building no doubt 
applied to this building also. 
 
The frame and floors of the building were of reinforced concrete, with brick infill and steel 
windows. The frontage was about ten metres long, and faced in rusticated granite at the base, 
with Helidon freestone above. The façade was divided into a broad central bay, with two 
narrow flanking bays, and there was a very pronounced cornice below the top floor. The style 
would now be described as Commercial Palazzo. 
 
The central vertical axis of the façade was treated more decoratively, and it is interesting to 
observe that the original design provided a large Palladian window in the centre of the ground 
floor. During construction, this was replaced by a simpler trabeated window, flanked by two 
large columns of polished stone, and it would be interesting to know who decided upon this 
alteration. Powell was a traditionalist, but he was no copyist, and it is hard to believe that he 
would have approved of any unimaginative re-use of the familiar Palladian window form. 
 
The main entrance (on the right of the frontage) led to the lift lobby and stairwell. The lift car 
was made of Queensland maple. There was a second lift at the back of the building, where 
there were also escape stairs to Eagle Lane at the rear. The company's offices were on the 
ground floor and other floors were available for letting. By 1935 there was also a roof-garden 
flat available for letting, which was still a novelty in Brisbane. A light area on the southern 
side of the building was shared with the companion Alliance Assurance building. 
 
Earlier History of This Site 
 
Development of the western side of Eagle Street commenced in 1865. By 1885 the 
Queensland Mercantile and Agency Company had a wool and tallow store on this site, which 
they were trying to sell. It was a one-storey corrugated and galvanised iron building, which 
appears to be unoccupied in a photo taken during the 1893 flood. It was later occupied by J.F. 
Maunsell, a wool scourer and fellmonger.  
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At some stage the building was acquired by James Hipwood, who also owned the building 
next door (see notes on building W2). By 1922, when both of Hipwood's buildings were 
condemned by the city council, it was a motor garage run by R.H. Berry. 
 
 
1893 flood 
 
 
1922 
129 
 
W4.  SARGOOD GARDINER LTD 
 
Address: 78-80 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1865-66 
Other Names: Webb Brothers (1866-69); E. Goertz & Co. (1869-93); W. & A. McArthur 
(1901-8); Ranson & Co (1910s) 
Architect: Benjamin Backhouse 
Builder: not identified 
Status: Demolished about 1963 
References: 
Brisbane Courier, 15 February 1866, p.2. 
Brisbane Courier, 8 February 1869, p.4 [sale notice] 
Brisbane Courier, 3 October 1901, p.3. 
Brisbane Courier, 20 November 1918, p.5. 
Brisbane Courier, 19 November 1929, p.3. 
Courier-Mail, 31 August 1945, p.3. 
 
 
W. & A. McArthur Ltd, 1902 
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The stores erected in 1865-66 for Webb Brothers, commission and custom house agents, 
were probably the first substantial building to be erected on the western side of Eagle Street. 
It was a stuccoed brick building of two storeys, with a basement, and had a street frontage of 
about 10 metres and a depth of about 27 metres. There were two offices and a warehouse on 
the ground floor.  
 
The architect of this building was Benjamin Backhouse (1829-1904), a talented architect who 
spent only eight years in Brisbane (1861-68) but designed some very fine buildings during 
that time. The Webb Brothers building was a pleasing and original composition, with banded 
rustication at the ground level and unusual basket arches to the windows at the upper level. 
The façade was topped by a bracketed cornice and an openwork parapet. 
 
Webb Brothers did not remain here for long, and in 1869 the building was sold to the 
merchant, Ernest Goertz, who in 1871 established a bonded warehouse on these premises. 
Goertz was a successful businessman, and the lane behind his warehouse, which we now call 
Eagle Lane, was for many years known as Goertz's Lane. However the 1893 floods caused 
Goertz considerable losses and he went out of business soon afterwards.  
 
In 1901 the large British merchant firm, W. & A. McArthur Ltd, leased this building and had 
it renovated and enlarged under the supervision of the Brisbane architect, G.H.M. Addison. 
They apparently remained here until about 1908. 
 
In 1918 the long-established Melbourne firm of soft-goods wholesalers, Sargood Brothers, 
purchased this building so that they could extend their operations to Queensland. They 
immediately commissioned the Brisbane architects Chambers and Powell to extend the 
building to the rear and add a lavatory block. They then let the upper floor to tenants. In 1926 
Sargood Brothers were incorporated into a new firm, Sargood Gardiner Ltd, who owned the 
building until 1945. 
 
This building was demolished in 1963 in one of the early post-war rebuilding projects in 
Eagle Street. It was replaced by the nine-storey Howard Smith Ltd building, designed by 
Conrad Gargett.
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W5.  PAUL & GRAY [SOUTH] 
 
Address: 82-84 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1865-66 
Other Names: Alfred R. Jones (1860s-74); Potts, Paul & Sargant (1874-94); Biggs & 
Morcom (1896-99); W. & A. McArthur (1900-1); H.G. Noble (1902-5); Paul, Julius (about 
1910-1917); Eagle Star Building (1950s-1960s) 
Architect: Denis Walter Ryan (?) 
Builder: not identified 
Status: Demolished early 1970s 
 
   
   1927       1952 
 
This two-storey stuccoed brick building, with a frontage of only seven metres, has a façade 
which matches that of building W6, immediately to the north. The northern building was 
originally of two storeys, so the two buildings must have been virtually identical when 
erected. The obvious assumption is that they were built at the same time, by the same 
architect and builder. However they were not built as a single structure: each stands on a 
separately titled allotment, and there is a double pilaster in the façade marking the property 
boundary. 
 
The history of these two buildings is complex. It appears that the southern building (W5) 
functioned as a separate building until 1917. During that period the only known fact of 
architectural significance is that in 1900 G.H.M. Addison supervised renovations of the 
southern building for the large British merchant firm, W. & A. McArthur, who briefly leased 
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this building before moving into the adjoining building to the south (W4). From 1918 the two 
buildings were united and functioned as one. 
 
The history of the two buildings is examined in more detail in the notes on the northern 
building (see W6 below). 
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W6.  PAUL & GRAY [NORTH] 
 
Address: 86-88 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1865-66 
Other Names: C. Munro & Co. (1866); Potts, Paul & Sargant (1895-1899); Potts & Paul 
(1899-1901); Eagle Star Building (1950s-1960s) 
Architect: Denis Walter Ryan (?) 
Builder: not identified 
Status: Demolished early 1970s 
References: 
Brisbane Courier, 26 April 1866, p.1. 
Queensland Country Life, 13 May 1901, p.38. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 5 August 1947, city final edition, p.1. 
 
 
1902 
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The history of the buildings which stood at 82-84 Eagle Street (W5, the southern building) 
and 86-88 Eagle Street (W6, the northern building) is complex and uncertain. When land on 
this side of Eagle Street first became available for sale, both allotments were purchased in 
January 1865 by Alfred Raymond Jones, ship's chandler, who had been in business in Eagle 
Street since at least 1862. However soon afterwards, in April 1865, he sold the northern 
allotment (W6) to Colin Munro, a merchant who in April 1866 advertised his removal to new 
premises in Eagle Street, opposite the entrance to Raff's Wharf. A photo of the chemist shop 
of James Berkley in Queen Street (reproduced in Section A above), which can be dated fairly 
certainly to early 1866, shows the side wall of Munro's new warehouse. On a 1902 
photograph of this building there is a date on the pediment which seems to be 1863. There 
were no substantial buildings on this side of Eagle Street in 1863, but 1863 was the year 
when Colin Munro arrived in Brisbane and set up his wholesale grocery business in Albert 
Street. 
 
The adjoining building to the south at 82-84 Eagle Street (W5) is in a matching style, so it 
was probably erected at the same time for A.R. Jones, who had retained ownership of that 
allotment. He had been operating from premises at the northern end of Eagle Street (E4). 
Presumably at some time after 1866 he moved to the southern building. In 1874 he sold his 
chandlery business to Potts, Paul & Sargant, and they certainly operated from the southern 
building for about twenty years. 
 
As to the design of these buildings, each one was of three bays, in stuccoed brick, and each 
had a street frontage of about seven metres. The round-arched openings had exaggerated 
keystones and there were pilasters (with banded rustication) at ground level, and the pilasters 
extended to the upper level on either side of each building. It was a very pedestrian design, 
which suggests that it was the work of a minor architect. In September 1865 the local 
architect D.W. Ryan called tenders for a store in Eagle Street, so it is quite possible that these 
buildings were designed by Denis Walter Ryan (ca1832-1900), who had an undistinguished 
career in Brisbane and later also in Sydney, where he died. 
 
Munro did not remain long in the northern building. In September 1866, following the 
dissolution of his partnership, he sold up his stock at the Eagle Street warehouse, although he 
remained in ownership of the building until 1874. Later occupants included the stock and 
station agents, Grimley, Dawbarn & Co., and the merchants, Wilson & Co. 
 
When the lease of Potts, Paul & Sargant on the southern building expired at the end of 1894, 
they moved into the northern building. In August 1896 John Paul bought out his partner, 
Captain W.C. Sargant, but the firm continued to operate under the name of Potts, Paul & 
Sargant until 1899, when it became Potts & Paul. In 1897 the architect Claude W. Chambers 
called for tenders for "two additional stories to warehouse in the city."1 This may be a 
reference to the two extra storeys which were added to the northern building around this time.  
 
                                                 
1 Telegraph (Brisbane), 4 October 1897, p.1. 
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In 1901 the firm became Paul & Gray, "ship chandlers, sail, tent and tarpaulin makers, 
importers and general merchants." In 1918 the southern building was sold to Edward Duncan 
Gray and David Lennord Cohen, who were then principals in Paul & Gay, and the firm of 
Paul & Gray thus occupied both buildings. It continued to do so until it was bought out in 
1947 by the Clyde Engineering Company.  
 
By the 1950s the two buildings were in the possession of the Eagle Star Insurance Company, 
who commissioned the architect Moulds and McMinn to modernise them. In the early 1970s 
they were demolished to erect a new twelve-storey building, Eagle House. 
 
 
W5 and part of W6 about 1970 
Showing the 1950s remodelling 
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W7.  STANDARD INSURANCE COMPANY 
 
Address: 90-92 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1925 
Architect: Hall and Prentice 
Builder: not identified 
Status: Demolished early 1970s 
References: 
Daily Mail (Brisbane), 23 June 1925, p.14. 
Daily Standard, 3 July 1925, p.2. 
 
About 1928 
 
No satisfactory image has been located for the small brick building at 90-92 Eagle Street 
which was remodelled in 1925 for the Standard Insurance Company. It had a frontage of just 
seven metres, and was of two-storeys and a basement. The architects Thomas Ramsay Hall 
(1879-1950) and George Gray Prentice (1891-1944) supervised the project. All that can be 
said with certainty is that the façade was modernised and the fussy boom-style detail 
removed. The Standard Insurance Company was an old New Zealand firm which had begun 
opening offices in Australia. They occupied the ground floor, and the offices on the upper 
floor were let to tenants. There was a small yard at the rear on Eagle Lane. 
 
In the early 1970s this building was demolished, along with the Paul and Gray buildings to 
the south (W5 and W6) to erect a new twelve-storey building, Eagle House. 
 
Earlier History of This Site 
 
The original building had been erected in 1882-83 on land belonging to Dr Joseph Bancroft, 
one of Queensland's medical pioneers. It shared a façade with premises for the engineering 
works of Joseph W. Sutton, which is discussed under building W8 below. However this small 
building was structurally separate and led an independent life as premises for the Queensland 
Mercantile & Agency Company, shipping companies, the Vacuum Oil Company, and the 
customs and forwarding agents, H.G. Noble & Co.
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W8.  NATIONAL CHAMBERS (NATIONAL INSURANCE COMPANY OF 
NEW ZEALAND) 
 
Address: 94-98 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1882-83 
Other Names: J.W. Sutton & Co. (1883-97); Sutton's Buildings (1880s-1920s). 
Architect: John R. Hall 
Builder: Charles Whiting 
Status: Demolished early 1980s 
References: 
Queenslander, 21 April 1883, p.620. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 19 November 1889, p.2. 
 
 
Perspective drawing 
Showing the original façade of buildings W7 (left) and W8 (right) 
 
Two brick and stucco buildings were erected simultaneously in 1882-83 on the western side 
of Eagle Street, and they shared a common façade. On the left-hand side was a small 
warehouse and office building owned by Dr Joseph Bancroft, which is discussed above (W7). 
On the right-hand side were workshops, stores and offices for the engineering works of 
Joseph William Sutton. The Sutton building was of two storeys, without a basement, and had 
a street-frontage of about 13 metres. As can be seen from the perspective drawing, the 
boundary between the two buildings was expressed on the façade by double pilasters. 
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The building was designed by John Richard Hall (1835-1883), and the façade was typical of 
the exuberant boom-style architecture of the period, with pilasters topped by foliated capitals, 
an open-work parapet with numerous urns and a pediment, windows with round arches on the 
upper floor and segmental arches on the lower floor, and pronounced string courses. 
 
Sutton's premises, like those located further down the street belonging to his former partner, 
James Hipwood (W2), were a survival of an earlier phase in the history of Eagle Street, and 
they became increasingly incompatible with the gentrification of the area. Fortunately 
Sutton's solid new building, with its decorative façade, proved much more adaptable than 
Hipwood's iron shed. In the late 1880s part of the building was converted into offices and 
became known as Sutton's Buildings. In 1897 Sutton retired and his workshop in Eagle Street 
was closed and converted into offices and sample rooms. 
 
 
1894 
 
In 1926 the architects Atkinson and Conrad renovated the building to create offices both for 
the new owners, the National Insurance Company of New Zealand, and for letting to other 
insurance companies. 
 
Earlier History of This Site 
 
In June 1870 James Hipwood and Joseph Sutton established the Northern Copper Works on 
this site. In 1877 their partnership was dissolved, and Hipwood opened a new business further 
down Eagle Street (W2). A photo from the 1870s shows the entrance to the Northern Copper 
Works and also the "commodious iron store" which was advertised for lease in 1875.1 
 
By 1881 Sutton was finding his premises in Eagle Street too small. He was expanding his 
business into iron founding, and he built large works at Kangaroo Point to accommodate the 
heavier metalwork, retaining the site in Eagle Street for offices and copperwork, which would 
be housed in the new building described above. 
 
                                                 
1 Brisbane Courier, 2 October 1875, p.8. 
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Northern Copper Works, 1870s 
Viewed from the George Raff premises on the other side of Eagle Street. In the background can 
be seen the rear of large buildings on the other side of Eagle Lane, with frontage to Queen Street. 
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W9.  ATLAS ASSURANCE 
 
Address: 100-102 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1894-95 
Other Names: Queensland Mutual Insurance (1895-98); Manchester Assurance (1900s); 
Phoenix Assurance (1950s-70s) 
Architect: Henry W. Atkinson 
Builder: John Stewart 
Status: Demolished early 1980s 
References: 
The Week (Brisbane), 5 April 1895, p.22. 
Don Watson, "Henry W. Atkinson and Charles McLay: Parallel Careers, 1890-1907," 
in Robert Riddel, ed., Conrad Gargett 1890-2015 (Brisbane: Conrad Gargett, 2017), 
p.11-13. 
 
Queensland Mutual Insurance Co., about 1895 
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The Queensland Mutual Insurance Company had been founded in Brisbane in 1886 as the 
Industrial Mutual Accident Assurance Society and Sick Fund of Australia. One of the 
directors was James Hipwood, who had been in business in Eagle Street since 1870 (see 
buildings W8 and W2). In 1891 Hipwood's daughter, Martha, married the young architect, 
Henry Wallace Atkinson (1866-1938), so it was not surprising that Atkinson was asked to 
design the new premises which the insurance company erected on the western side of Eagle 
Street in 1894-95. 
 
The allotment was a narrow one, with a street frontage of only seven metres, and the building 
was of stuccoed brick, in two storeys. It extended all the way back to Eagle Lane, a distance 
of about 20 metres. The treatment of the façade was essentially in the classical style which 
financial institutions preferred, with Tuscan columns on the ground floor and fluted Ionic 
columns on the upper floor, beneath a prominent and very decorative pediment. There was a 
Mannerist profusion of Renaissance motifs, such as the Palladian window on the upper level, 
the rusticated doorway set asymmetrically, the large window on the ground floor with its 
exaggerated keystones, the pilasters on the left-hand side, and the Italian balustrades.  
 
Internally the public office was a lofty room with an imitation mosaic-work pavement and a 
mezzanine at the rear. The fittings were of polished cedar and the board room on the upper 
floor was panelled to dado level. Electricity and gas lights were installed. 
 
In 1898 the Queensland Mutual Insurance Company was voluntarily wound up and this 
building became the premises of the Manchester Assurance Company. By 1929 it was 
occupied by the Atlas Assurance Company, with other insurance companies as tenants.  
 
 
Earlier History of This Site 
 
 
      1889   1893 flood 
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When this allotment was sold in 1874, it was described as "unimproved."1 However by July 
1876 Hans Fevre was running a boarding house here, with the Wharf Dining Rooms on the 
ground floor, where a three-course meal could be had for ninepence, and tea and coffee were 
always available.2 The building was later known as the City Dining Rooms, or City 
Restaurant. When it was offered for sale in February 1883, it was described as having eight 
rooms on two storeys, with a brick front and the remainder in wood, and an iron roof.3 
Photographs show that there was a timber balcony at the upper level. Early in February 1893 
the then proprietor fortunately sold the furniture and effects just before the flood inundated 
Eagle Street. The building was demolished shortly afterwards. 
                                                 
1 Brisbane Courier, 15 August 1874, p.12. 
2 Telegraph (Brisbane), 26 July 1876, p.3. 
3 Brisbane Courier, 22 February 1883, p.8. 
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W10.  VICTORIA CHAMBERS (VICTORIA INSURANCE COMPANY) 
 
Address: 104-106 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1882-83 
Other Names: Warwick & Sapsford (1883-86); Eagle Chambers (1887-1920s) 
Architect: Alfred Hubbard 
Builder: not identified 
Status: Demolished about 1985 
References: 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 29 March 1883, p.2. 
Daily Mail (Brisbane), 23 February 1922, p.5. 
 
    
   Perspective drawing       1890 
 
In 1877 the newly established partnership of Warwick & Sapsford purchased the firm of J. & 
D. McKellar, stationers and printers, which was then operating from premises in Queen 
Street. They remained there until late in 1882, when they were able to transfer to the new 
building which was being erected for them on the corner of Eagle Street and Eagle Lane, with 
access to Eagle Lane at the rear also. It was an irregularly shaped allotment, with a frontage 
to Eagle Street of about 10 metres, and a depth to Eagle Street of up to 17 metres. 
 
The building had three storeys and a basement and was built of brick on a stone foundation. 
The firm's offices were on the ground floor and the basement was used as a machinery room. 
The architect was Alfred Hubbard (ca1823-1887), who had worked as a carpenter in London 
before emigrating to Victoria in 1853. He was later a prominent Brisbane retailer and mayor 
of the city, and he turned to architecture late in life. His design for the Warwick & Sapsford 
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building was a simple and conventional exercise in the Free Classical style, with banded 
rustication on the ground floor, pilasters with floral capitals, and a prominent cornice beneath 
a pedimented parapet. The central bay of the five-bay façade was emphasised, and the round-
headed windows of the ground floor were enhanced with colonettes. 
 
In 1886 Warwick & Sapsford moved to new premises in Adelaide Street, and the Colonial 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company moved into this building and transformed it into offices, 
with the ground floor for themselves and the upper floors for letting. The building was 
renamed Eagle Chambers, and among the early tenants were the newly established Brisbane 
Chamber of Commerce and the Misses Rome and Cullen, the first professional typewriting 
firm in Brisbane. 
 
In 1921 the Victoria Insurance Company purchased the building and carried out extensive 
alterations, making it "practically a new building."1 It was probably at this stage that the 
ground floor façade was altered, to move the entrance to the left-hand side. 
 
 
About 1949 
 
                                                 
1 Daily Mail (Brisbane), 23 February 1922, p.5. 
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Earlier History of This Site 
 
When this allotment was offered for sale in 1873, no mention was made of any 
improvements.2 
 
By 1878, the wine and spirit merchant John Kennedy was operating from premises here. He 
had been a partner in Kennedy, De Fraine & Co., who had occupied a neighbouring building 
(W13) until becoming insolvent in 1878. Many years later an old resident recalled that 
around 1880 "Mr John Kennedy ran a providoring business for the kanaka recruiting vessels 
at the corner of Eagle Street and Eagle Lane."3 
                                                 
2 Brisbane Courier, 25 November 1873, p.3. 
3 Telegraph (Brisbane), 7 January 1928, second edition, p.13. 
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W11.  QUEENSLAND INSURANCE COMPANY / BANK OF NEW SOUTH 
WALES [SOUTH] 
 
Address: 108-110 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. (rear of 377-379 Queen Street) 
Built: 1877-78 
Other Names: South British Insurance Co. of New Zealand (1878-87); Citizens' Life 
Assurance Co. (1890s); Mutual Life Insurance Co. of New York (1900s); Atlas Assurance 
Co. (1900s); Mercantile Mutual Chambers (1912-26) 
Architect: John R. Hall 
Builder: Thomas Mortimer Walters (completed by H. Wakefield and W. Keith) 
Status: Demolished about 1964 
References: 
The Week (Brisbane), 2 December 1876, p.19. 
Brisbane Courier, 18 September 1878, p.3. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 19 December 1887, p.2. 
Queenslander, 28 March 1896, p.34. 
Daily Mail (Brisbane), 14 September 1926, p.12. 
Courier-Mail, 13 October 1936, p.14. 
 
 
            Perspective drawing from Queen St            Eagle St frontage, about 1902 
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The modest two-storey building immediately north of Eagle Lane on the west side of Eagle 
Street, with a frontage of only about seven metres, was the "back entrance" to a much grander 
Second Empire confection facing Queen Street, built in 1877-78 for the South British 
Insurance Company of New Zealand. The architect was John Richard Hall (1835-1883).  
 
The Queen Street façade (which was only slightly wider than the Eagle Street frontage) was 
in three bays, and rusticated with polished freestone at the ground level. The bays of the 
ground floor were separated by Doric columns, and those of the upper floor by Corinthian 
columns. The windows of the upper floor were flanked by colonettes. There was a prominent 
parapet, and above that rose the slate mansard roof (complete with iron crestings), which is 
the trade-mark of the Second Empire style. The company's office was of course entered from 
Queen Street, and it was paved in mosaic marble and decorated with ornate plaster ceilings 
and cedar fittings. There was a staircase to the upper floor, which was laid out as five offices 
for letting. The Eagle Street frontage, in contrast, was in stuccoed brick. The window 
mouldings and cornice were executed in Portland cement, and there was an openwork parapet 
of knot-linked circles. This side of the building was planned to be let as a warehouse, and the 
upper floor was equipped with a goods entrance for use with a hoist.  
 
Over the course of its almost ninety years of life, the internal configuration of this building 
changed regularly and significantly. With a depth of about 29 metres, and frontages to both 
streets and the lane at the side, there was scope for a variety of layouts at both levels, to suit 
current and prospective tenants, who were numerous. Generally speaking the wealthier 
tenants occupied the Queen Street frontage, and the more humble businesses had access from 
Eagle Street. 
 
              
            About 1884                 Qld Insurance, about 1930 
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In 1896 the Queen Street frontage became the offices of the Citizens' Life Assurance 
Company, who moved next door (W12) in 1898, while the Eagle Street frontage became the 
offices of the Atlas Assurance Company. The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York 
took over the Queen Street frontage during the early years of the twentieth century, and they 
were succeeded by the Guardian Assurance Company. 
 
From 1912 to 1926 the Queen Street frontage achieved some stability as the premises of the 
Mercantile Mutual Fire Assurance Company, with offices for letting as Mercantile Mutual 
Chambers. In 1926 Mercantile Mutual purchased another building in Eagle Street (W1) and 
the Queensland Insurance Company, which was then in the adjoining building to the north 
(W12) and in need of larger premises, purchased this building. 
 
From this point (1926) the two adjacent buildings (W11 and W12) had a common history. 
The Queensland Insurance Company occupied both buildings, and in 1932 commissioned the 
architects Powell and Rae to make alterations so that a branch of the Bank of New South 
Wales could also be accommodated. In 1936 the Bank of New South Wales purchased the 
two buildings from Queensland Insurance, and reversed its role from tenant to landlord, but 
both firms remained in place, without any immediate plans for alterations. It was not until 
after the war, in 1949, that the Queensland Insurance Company purchased Preston House, 
which stood immediately to the south in Queen Street, on the other side of Eagle Lane. 
 
About 1964 the whole block bounded by Queen Street, Eagle Street and Eagle Lane was 
levelled to make way for the erection of one of the first of the new skyscrapers, the Pearl 
Assurance building. 
 
Earlier History of This Site 
 
In December 1873 the block of land bounded by Queen Street, Eagle Street and Eagle Lane 
was offered for sale, and it was touted as the "finest position in the City of Brisbane … it 
would be difficult to say for what business it would not be highly eligible."1 The 
advertisement made no mention of improvements, so it appears that there was no substantial 
structure on the site at that time. This large allotment was then subdivided into three smaller 
allotments (W11, W12 and W13) and the development of the site began in earnest. 
                                                 
1 Brisbane Courier, 11 December 1873, p.4. 
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W12.  QUEENSLAND INSURANCE COMPANY / BANK OF NEW SOUTH 
WALES [NORTH] 
 
Address: 112-114 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. (rear of 381-383 Queen Street) 
Built: 1875 
Other Names: Benjamin & Co. (1875-83); Commercial Union Assurance (1883-93); 
Citizens' Life Assurance (1898-1908); Mutual Life and Citizens' Assurance (1908-10). 
Architect: John R. Hall 
Builder: Thomas Mortimer Walters 
Status: Demolished about 1964 
References: 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 29 September 1875, p.5. 
Brisbane Courier, 22 September 1883, p.4. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 10 September 1898, p.2. 
Daily Mail (Brisbane), 14 September 1926, p.12. 
Courier-Mail, 13 October 1936, p.14. 
                 
Eagle Street:                         about 1890                    about 1916 
 
                 
Queen Street:       about 1884                    1953 
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The nondescript little building at 112-114 Eagle Street, with a street frontage of only about 
six metres, was the rear entrance to one of the two shops erected in Queen Street in 1875 for 
Dr Robert Hancock, to a design by John Richard Hall (1835-1883). The other shop was the 
more prominently situated building immediately to the north (W13). The southern building 
had a frontage of about eight metres to Queen Street, with a depth to Eagle Street of around 
23 metres. 
 
The building was of stuccoed brick, with two storeys and a basement. The original treatment 
of the Queen Street façade was described as "in the Italian style of architecture, very 
elaborately finished, with Corinthian columns, cornices and balustrades."1 The Queen Street 
shop-front had plate-glass windows, and the upper floor was laid out as an additional show 
room. 
 
The northern building was given a new façade in 1882, under the supervision of F.D.G. 
Stanley, and this new façade was also applied to the upper floor of the Queen Street façade of 
the southern building. It consisted of three round-headed windows with exaggerated 
keystones, and a vermiculated finish to the wall surfaces. There was a balustrade of knot-
linked circles below the windows, pilasters with foliated capitals to frame the frontage, a 
bracketed cornice, and an Italian parapet. The ground-floor entrance was not altered. 
 
The first occupants were the merchants Benjamin & Co. In 1883 they were replaced by the 
Commercial Union Assurance Company, who converted the building into offices, with 
fittings of cedar and pine. They were still leasing it in 1885 when it was offered for sale, at 
which time the building was still functioning as a single unit, with a "wholesale entrance 
front" to Eagle Street, and it was suggested that by "filling up the archway, which is nearly 
midway in the interior, the place can be separated into two warehouses" each with a street 
frontage.2 The Commercial Union company remained here until 1893. 
 
In about 1884 the Brisbane Freethought Association leased all or part of the upper floor and 
turned it into a meeting room, with entry from Eagle Street. This became the centre of gravity 
of Brisbane's small radical or progressive community. A conservative critic described the 
Freethought Hall as "a miserable hall … in which there was scarcely room to swing a cat."3 
In 1887, the Freethought Hall was leased by the recently formed Maritime Labour Council 
and renamed the Maritime Labour Hall, with offices for the unions representing maritime 
workers. The Maritime Hall became a hive of activity during the great maritime strike of 
1890, although anti-union elements disparaged it as a "dusty, dilapidated" building.4 From 
1892 this "rallying point of Brisbane unionism"5 began to be supplanted by newer union 
premises, of which the most important was the Trades Hall in Turbot Street, which was 
opened in May 1894. 
                                                 
1 Telegraph (Brisbane), 29 September 1875, p.5. 
2 Brisbane Courier, 13 November 1885, p.7. 
3 Telegraph (Brisbane), 22 May 1886, p.2. 
4 Darling Downs Gazette, 20 August 1890, p.3. 
5 Worker (Brisbane), 23 January 1892, p.2. 
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In 1898 the Citizens' Life Assurance Company, who had formerly occupied the building 
immediately to the south (W11), moved into this building. They undertook a major 
refurbishment, which was supervised by James Cowlishaw junior. The original shop-front on 
the ground floor was removed, and a new frontage in rendered brick was inserted, which was 
painted and sanded in imitation of stone. The poor surviving photographs suggest that it 
consisted of openings separated by blocked columns. An entrance vestibule gave access to 
the ground floor offices (with cedar fittings) and via stairs to the first floor, which was also 
laid out as offices, some of them to be let. The Eagle Street frontage was used as a private 
entrance for the resident secretary. 
 
In 1910 the Queensland Insurance Company took over this building and undertook internal 
renovations. They let part of the building as offices, and some of their tenants used the Eagle 
Street frontage as their address. In 1925 they commissioned the architect Lange Powell to 
design a new six-storey building for this site,6 but the project was apparently beyond their 
means. Instead, in late 1926 they purchased the adjacent building to the south (W11), with the 
intention of expanding into it. From this point the two adjacent buildings (W11 and W12) had 
a common history, which is discussed under building W11 above. 
 
Earlier History of This Site 
 
For the earlier history of the block of land bounded by Queen Street, Eagle Street and Eagle 
Lane, see the notes on building W11 above. 
                                                 
6 Powell's perspective drawing was published in Brisbane Courier, 5 January 1926, p.6. 
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W13.  LIVERPOOL AND LONDON AND GLOBE INSURANCE COMPANY 
 
Address: 116 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. (rear of 385-387 Queen Street) 
Built: 1875 
Other Names: Kennedy & De Fraine (1875-76); Samuel Ridley & Co. (1876-78); Mutual 
Assurance Society of Victoria (1880-97). 
Architect: John R. Hall 
Builder: Thomas Mortimer Walters 
Status: Demolished about 1964 
References: 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 29 September 1875, p.5. 
Brisbane Courier, 19 May 1882, p.2. 
Warwick Argus, 23 January 1883, p.2. 
Queenslander, 21 April 1883, p.620. 
Brisbane Courier, 1 July 1911, p.6. 
 
 
About 1930 
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The prominent corner of Eagle and Queen Streets was first developed in 1875, when the 
architect John Richard Hall (1835-1883) designed two shops for this site for Dr Robert 
Hancock, the first surgeon to arrive at Moreton Bay after its separation from New South 
Wales in 1859. Hancock invested heavily in real estate but suffered severe losses during the 
financial depression of the early 1890s. 
 
We are concerned here with the northern of the two shops. The southern shop is discussed as 
building W12. The northern shop had street frontages on three sides, with about 8 metres to 
Queen Street, 18 metres to the reserve on the corner, and 6 metres to Eagle Street. It was of 
two storeys with a basement, and was built of brick. Only the Queen Street frontage was 
stuccoed, and it was described as being "in the Italian style of architecture, very elaborately 
finished, with Corinthian columns, cornices and balustrades."1 The Queen Street shop-front 
had plate-glass windows, and the upper floor was laid out as an additional show room. 
 
The first occupants were the merchants Kennedy & De Fraine, who set up a bonded 
warehouse here. They soon became insolvent and were replaced by Samuel Ridley & 
Company, merchants and wholesale warehousemen, who were here only briefly before 
moving to another warehouse in Eagle Street (E10). 
 
In 1880 this building became the new Brisbane headquarters of the Mutual Assurance Society 
of Victoria, an insurance company which had been established in Melbourne in 1870. The 
building needed considerable alteration to make it suitable for an insurance company, and the 
problem of the bare brick façade to Queen Street and Eagle Street also needed attention. In 
1882 the company commissioned the architect Francis Drummond Greville Stanley (1839-
1897) to put the necessary works in hand. The contractors were Baker & Watson. 
 
    
           1875      Remodelling in progress, 1882 
                                                 
1 Telegraph (Brisbane), 29 September 1875, p.5. 
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Stanley's perspective drawing of the completed façade 
 
The design was one of Stanley's elegant Renaissance compositions. It was applied to all three 
frontages and it greatly enhanced this prominent corner. The ground floor was stuccoed in a 
simple banded rustication. The upper floor was treated more elaborately, with round-headed 
windows with exaggerated keystones, which were grouped on the main frontage to create a 
slightly projecting central bay beneath the pediment. Fluted columns and pilasters, both of 
them with foliated capitals, separated the bays on the main frontage. On the Queen Street 
frontage a vermiculated finish was applied to the wall surfaces. There was a balustrade of 
knot-linked circles below the windows, a very decorative bracketed cornice, and an Italian 
parapet. The finely worked pediment on the main façade was surmounted by a stepped 
parapet supporting a statuary group representative of the company, consisting of two figures 
about three metres high, with the Latin motto, Fidem teneo ("I keep faith"). 
 
The Queen Street entrance led to a lobby which was separated by a panelled and carved 
screen of polished cedar from the main office. A cedar staircase led to the upper floor, which 
was divided into offices for letting. Many of the tenants on the upper floor, such as the 
Reuter's Telegram Company, used the Eagle Street entrance as their address. 
 
In 1897 the Mutual Assurance Society of Victoria was incorporated into the National Mutual 
Life Association of Australia and they vacated this building. It then seems to have come 
down in the world somewhat, until in 1911 the Liverpool and London and Globe Insurance 
Company opened a branch office here and had their premises completely renovated by R.S. 
Exton & Company. They apparently remained here until the building was demolished about 
1964 to erect one of the first of Brisbane's new generation of skyscrapers, the Pearl 
Assurance building. 
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Earlier History of This Site 
 
For the earlier history of the block of land bounded by Queen Street, Eagle Street and Eagle 
Lane, see the notes on building W11 above. 
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W14.  MOONEY FOUNTAIN 
 
Address: 118 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Built: 1878-80 
Designer: William Holloway Chambers 
Builder: William Webster 
Status: Standing 
References: 
The Week (Brisbane), 10 April 1880, p.8. 
Brisbane Courier, 12 April 1927, p.14. 
Courier-Mail, 29 December 1953, p.2. 
Judith McKay, Brisbane Sculpture Guide (Brisbane: Society of Sculptors Queensland, 
1988), p.18. 
E.L. Richard, The Myth of the Mooney Memorial Fountain (Brisbane: Brisbane City 
Council, 1987). 
 
 
  
   1880      2016 
 
 
The history of the Mooney Fountain is complex and contested. However most of this history 
is of no relevance to the design of the fountain, so it will be only briefly summarised here. 
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When the western side of Eagle Street began to be developed in 1865, local residents 
petitioned the council to set aside a portion of the land on the corner of Queen Street as a 
reserve, "it being suitable for a cab or dray stand, or water fountain, or such like."1 In 1871 
the Minister for Lands asked Walter Hill, director of the Botanical Gardens, to offer 
suggestions for the laying-out of this and other reserves. Hill recommended a drinking 
fountain for this site and that the site also be planted and fenced. The fencing occurred 
promptly, but it was a rough, bushman's job, which was dismissed by at least one observer as 
a "hideous eyesore."2 
 
 
Queen Street frontage of the reserve, 1875 
"a hideous eyesore" … "the woe-begone patch" 
 
 In 1875 the State Government announced that they were prepared to place the reserve under 
the control of the municipal corporation, if the latter would undertake to erect a drinking 
fountain there. Soon afterwards a local newspaper editorialised that "A fountain would be a 
decided improvement on the woe-begone patch of dusty ornamental(?) shrubs at the junction 
of Queen and Eagle Streets."3 
 
The concept of erecting a fountain at this site was thus well established when, in 1877, some 
local businessmen began collecting money for that purpose. It so happened that a volunteer 
fireman, James Mooney, perished at about the same time as a result of injuries received while 
fighting a fire in the store of a wine and spirit merchant in Queen Street on the evening of 23 
March 1877. It was reported in July 1877 that some of Mooney's friends had contributed to 
                                                 
1 North Australian (Brisbane), 14 March 1865, p.2. 
2 Brisbane Courier, 7 July 1871, p.2. 
3 Brisbane Courier, 3 May 1876, p.2. 
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the collection for the fountain, on the understanding that a tablet would be attached to it in 
memory of Mooney.4 
 
In July 1877, the municipality advertised a prize of £10 for the best design of a drinking 
fountain in stone or marble to be erected at the site for a cost not exceeding £300. The 
advertisement made no mention of a memorial to Mooney. In the end, the council did not 
accept any of the submitted plans, and they instead instructed the city engineer, William 
Holloway Chambers (1824-1905), to design the fountain. The council at this stage did not 
consider the fountain to be a memorial to Mooney, and Chambers was given no instructions 
to include any memorial in the fabric. This was confirmed much later by the architect Francis 
Richard Hall who, as a young man, had assisted Chambers in preparing the drawings.5 
 
The design was then put out to tender, and in January 1878 a local newspaper reported that 
tenders had been received for the drinking fountain, "better known perhaps as the Mooney 
Memorial Fountain."6 In 1878 the stonework for the foundation and steps was completed, and 
in April 1879 the tender of local sculptor William Webster was accepted for completion of 
the work. It was perhaps typical of this whole project that Webster caused outrage by cutting 
down trees on the reserve so that he could erect the fountain. There was even further outrage 
when it was found that the fountain bore the name of the mayor and all the aldermen, but not 
a mention of Mooney. The Council insisted that Mooney had been commemorated by a 
monument in Toowong Cemetery. This would remain a bone of contention until an 
inscription in memory of Mooney was added to the fountain in 1988. 
 
The design of the fountain draws on that period of English Gothic architecture which is 
normally called "Decorated." Spires covered in crockets and finials are typical of this style, 
and the spire of the Mooney Fountain, which rises to a height of about ten metres, is a faithful 
imitation. The fountain was executed in Helidon freestone, with a base of Victorian granite, 
on a foundation of the local porphyry (Brisbane tuff). The four columns at the corners of the 
main body are in Sicilian marble, and they have richly foliated freestone capitals. The lions' 
heads and drinking basins are also in Sicilian marble. 
 
In 1917 the city council proposed removing the fountain to replace it with a memorial to 
those who had fallen during the Boer War. The resulting controversy revived the question of 
the fountain's role as a memorial to a deceased fireman, and although the council insisted that 
it had never been erected for that purpose, the fact remained that in the public mind the 
fountain was associated with an act of selfless bravery, and this probably saved it from 
destruction then, and in the following decades. 
 
                                                 
4 Queenslander, 7 July 1877, p.19. 
5 Brisbane Courier, 12 April 1927, p.14. 
6 Brisbane Courier, 24 January 1878, p.2. 
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Details of capital and drinking basin 
 
Australians may not respect their architectural heritage, but they do respect fire-fighters who 
have died in the course of their duty. Thus the Mooney Fountain still stands today, dwarfed 
by massive skyscrapers and barely noticed by the profit-driven denizens of Brisbane's 
financial district. It is a thing of beauty, and the last vestige of the rich pre-war architectural 
heritage of Eagle Street.  
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APPENDIX: LOWER EAGLE STREET 
 
 
 
1887 map showing the Market Reserve (in red) and adjacent wharves 
 
The focus of the the above study has been the northern section of Eagle Street, located 
between Queen and Creek Streets, which was sometimes referred to as "upper Eagle Street." 
The southern section, or "lower Eagle Street," which is located between Creek and Mary 
Streets, is not continuous with the northern section. Thus it does not form part of the same 
streetscape. It is also of limited interest to the architectural historian. Nonetheless, for the 
sake of completeness, a brief history of the architecture of the southern extension of Eagle 
Street is given below. 
 
The most significant factor in the history of lower Eagle Street was the creation in the 1860s 
of a municipal Market Reserve on the block bounded by Eagle, Charlotte, Market and Mary 
Streets. The reason for the location of the market here was proximity to the river and thus the 
possibility of bringing in produce by boat, at a time when the roads around Brisbane were 
still very poor and railways non-existent. However the location was remote from the retail 
centre of the city, and for this reason the market failed to flourish. In 1864 it was reported that 
the Market Reserve was being used as a timber yard.  
 
In 1866 the municipal council decided to erect new market buildings at the reserve, and an 
architectural competition was held, specifying that the structure must be a brick building on 
stone foundations, with a corrugated iron roof and pine ceiling, with its main entrance from 
Eagle Street and shop fronts to that street. Some very elaborate designs were submitted1 and 
the competition was won by local architect Richard Suter. However the council then decided 
that they were unable to afford such a substantial building, and a cheaper substitute, referred 
to as the "market shed" was erected in 1867-68, apparently to a modified plan supplied by 
                                                 
1 Some of the submitted plans are preserved in the Brisbane City Archives. 
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Suter. It was described as being "of wood, with stone foundation and galvanised iron roof."2 
An old settler later recalled that "every farmer had to pay sixpence as market dues … The 
market place was not fit for a market, and yet the farmers had to pay dues."3 
 
The adjacent river bank was also owned by the council and intended for a market wharf, but 
it was eventually let to businessmen who developed private wharves there. The best known of 
these was Campbell's Wharf, attached to the large hardware business of James Campbell & 
Sons in Creek Street (discussed above as building S1). 
 
 
Detail from a panorama of Brisbane, 1881 
This shows the "market shed" on the Market Reserve and also the adjacent 
wharves. The large building on the left is the first office building of the 
Australasian Steam Navigation Company (1866, Benjamin Backhouse). 
 
The opening of the Roma Street markets (adjacent to the railway terminus) in 1885 put an 
end to the Eagle Street markets. The council leased out the Eagle Street building, and also 
further allotments on the reserve, where the lessees erected an ugly jumble of ramshackle 
structures.  
 
In 1890 the Australasian United Steam Navigation Company obtained from the council a 
long-term lease on all the river frontages from the existing AUSN wharves at the end of Mary 
Street, downstream to the end of Creek Street, in other words, flanking the complete length of 
lower Eagle Street. The architect Claude W. Chambers, who was in partnership with the 
Sydney firm of McCredie Brothers, designed new wharves to replace the existing structures, 
along with a line of three-storey warehouses fronting lower Eagle Street (the latter were never 
built). This new wharf, called the Norman Wharf, was complete by early 1892.4 
 
                                                 
2 Queenslander, 8 June 1867, p.10. 
3 Telegraph (Brisbane), 7 March 1892, p.2. 
4 Telegraph (Brisbane), 20 November 1890, second edition, p.3; Building and Engineering Journal of Australia 
and New Zealand, 7 May 1892, p.184-5. 
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Perspective drawing of the new AUSN wharves (Norman Wharf) 
Designed by Claude Chambers and erected 1891-92. The warehouses were never built. On 
the left can be seen the new AUSN office building at the end of Mary Street (with tower), 
later called Naldham House, and to the left of that is the bond store of Charles O'Reilly. 
 
 
Looking south down Market Street during the 1893 flood 
On the left are sheds on the Market Reserve. In the centre is the tower of Naldham House. 
 
With the continuing development of Brisbane after the turn of the century, it was clear that 
the city council was not effectively utilising the large block of real estate which it possessed 
at the old Market Reserve. In 1910 the city engineer, Thomas Kirk, produced designs for a 
new set of warehouses and offices for this site,5 but when Alfred H. Foster was appointed city 
architect in 1913 he produced a new design (apparently in conjunction with the new city 
engineer, John Kemp). The first stage of this building was erected in 1914-15 by Thomas 
                                                 
5 Telegraph (Brisbane), 8 July 1910, first edition, p.2; Brisbane Courier, 29 July 1910, p.5. 
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Rees and Son. This was a brick structure of from three to four storeys, with frontage to 
Market Street.6 
 
 
First phase of the Municipal Warehouse Buildings, Market Street, 1915 
Designed by A.H. Foster with J. Kemp, erected 1914-15 
 
 
View down Lower Eagle Street, early 1920s 
On the left are the sheds on the AUSN wharf. On the right is the first phase of the Municipal 
Warehouses. Naldham House and O'Reilly's Bond are the large buildings at the end of the street. 
 
The final phase of this complex, occupying the remainder of the former Market Reserve, was 
erected in 1924-25 by J. & E.L. Rees, under the supervision of A.H. Foster as city architect. 
The council was notoriously parsimonious, and this was no great addition to the city's 
architecture, but the mayor of the time praised the building for its "simple dignity, which is 
emphasised and enhanced by the absence of redundant ornament, so that the completed 
                                                 
6 The Week (Brisbane), 1 October 1915, p.25; Salon (Sydney), October 1915, p.65. 
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building will have a business-like appearance."7 The council decided to name the complex 
Ryan House, apparently in honour of a former premier of Queensland, recently deceased. 
 
 
Ryan House (corner of Eagle and Charlotte Streets), 1959 
Looking down lower Eagle Street to Naldham House and O'Reilly's Bond (in Mary Street) 
 
When redevelopment of this area of Brisbane gathered pace in the 1960s, the large block 
occupied by Ryan House was an obvious target. Ryan House was demolished about 1973 and 
replaced by the 35-storey AMP Centre, designed by Peddle, Thorp & Walker which, when 
completed in 1978, was the tallest building in Brisbane. In 1989 the adjacent river bank was 
redeveloped as the Eagle Street Pier, a popular dining and recreational precinct. 
 
                                                 
7 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 7 July 1924, p.47-48. 
